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NOTE: The public hearing which began at 6:36 pm and ended at 8:06 pm and the TAC meeting
minutes are attached in the form of the official transcripts

Il. Agenda Items

1.

Call to Order
At 8:06 p.m. Chair Shocket called the meeting to order.

Approval of April 21, 2016 Meeting Minutes — for action

Chair Shocket asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes of April 21, 2016. Mr. Flaherty
made the first motion. The motion was seconded by Mr. Monaghan. There was no further
discussion. The following members voted aye, Shocket, Baudouin, Brady, Flaherty, Freeman,
Gagnon, Haggerty, Harris, Monaghan, Pettine, Porter, Scanlon, Sherrill, Stuart and Walker. Mr.
Albert was not present. There were no nay votes, abstentions or recusals.

Public Comment on Agenda Items — for informational purposes

There was none.

State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) FFY 2017 — 2025 and FFY 2013 — 2016 —
Amendment #7 - for action

Chair Shocket asked for a motion to approve the FFY 2013 — 2016 Amendment #7. Mr. Walker made
the first motion. The second motion was made by Ms. Brady. Discussion was as follows:
(Refer to the attached transcripts)

Hearing no further discussion. Chair Socket called for the vote. The following members voted aye,
Baudouin, Brady, Gagnon, Haggerty, Monaghan, Piccione, Porter, Scanlon, Sherrill, Schocket and
Walker. The following members voted nay, Flaherty, Freeman, Harris, and Stuart. Mr. Albert was
not present. There were no abstentions or recusals.

Unified Planning Work Program FY 2017 — for action

Mr. Agrawal overviewed the changes to the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) that have
occurred since the committee last met. Discussion was as follows:
(Refer to the attached transcripts)

A motion was made by Mr. Baudouin for a RIDOT and DOA to look into the idea of establishing a
transportation improvement district for the 1-295 interchange with the idea of trying to recoup the
S3 million the state is expected to pay to construct the interchange in Johnston. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Flaherty. The following members voted aye, Baudouin, Brady, Flaherty, Freeman,



Gagnon, Haggerty, Harris, Monaghan, Piccione, Porter, Scanlon, Sherrill, Schocket, Stuart, and
Walker. Mr. Albert was not present. There were no nay votes, abstentions or recusals.

Chair Shocket asked for a motion to recommend the Unified Planning Work Program FY 2017 to the
State Planning Council for approval. The first motion was made by Mr. Baudouin. The motion was
seconded by Ms. Brady. The following members voted aye, Baudouin, Brady, Flaherty, Freeman,
Gagnon, Haggerty, Harris, Monaghan, Piccione, Porter, Scanlon, Sherrill, Schocket, Stuart, and
Walker. Mr. Albert was not present. There were no nay votes, abstentions or recusals.

Additional Public Comment — for informational purposes

There were none.

Announcements— for discussion

(Refer to the attached transcript)

Adjourn

Chair Shocket asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Walker made the first motion. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Baudouin. There was no further discussion. The following members voted aye,
Baudouin, Brady, Flaherty, Freeman, Gagnon, Haggerty, Harris, Monaghan, Piccione, Porter, Scanlon,
Sherrill, Schocket, Stuart, and Walker. Mr. Albert was not present. There were no nay votes,
abstentions or recusals. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Prepared by: Kimberly Crabill, Executive Assistant
Respectfully Submitted,

Linsey Callaghan, TAC Secretary
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( HEARI NG COMVENCED AT 6:36 P. M)

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Good evening, |'m
calling this hearing to order at 6:36. M nane is
Fran Shocket, and | amthe chair of the
Transportati on Advisory Commttee and wll preside
at this hearing, which has been authorized by the

COUNCI L MEMBER: You're going to have to
speak a little | ouder. M apol ogi es.

CHAl R\MOVAN SHOCKET: Ckay, I'll shout. My
nane i s Fran Shocket, and | am chair of the
Transportati on Advisory Commttee and will preside
at this hearing, which has been authorized by the
State Pl anni ng Council for the purpose of
accepti ng public comment on Amendnent Number 7 to
the State Transportation | nprovenent Program for
federal and fiscal year 2015, 2016, and the Draft
State Transportation | nprovenent Programfor
federal fiscal years 2017 through 2025.

In getting us started today, | would Iike
to begin with a few housecl eaning itens. First
and forenost, please note the |ocation of the fire
exits. In addition, and should you need the
restrooms, know that you can find themdirectly

outside and to the right of the main entrance.
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Next, should you be here to offer testinony,

pl ease know t hat you must sign in and register
accordi ngly at the wel cone desk, which is back
there. O herwise, we will be unaware of your
desire and may not call your nane.

Last, but not least, | also want to make
sure everyone is aware that all comments,
including witten, related to Anendnment Nunber 7
must be received at the close of this public
heari ng toni ght; however, witten comments on the
proposed draft fiscal year '17-'25 STIP will be
accepted through June 26th as explained in the
official notice, which is posted on statew de
pl anni ng' s hone page.

Now, with those itens out of the way, and
prior to accepting public comment, | amfirst
going to turn the floor over to Linsey Callaghan,
supervi sing planner wth the Statew de Pl anni ng
Program then Any Pettine, Executive Director of
Pl anning for R PTA, and, finally, Meredith Brady,
Acting Policy Director for RIDOI, who will provide
brief informational presentations overview ng the
proposed actions. Followng that, | will ask you
to hold any questions that you nmay have so that we

may begin the fornmal comment period. Linsey?

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

MS. CALLAGHAN: Thank you, Madam Chair.

As Madam Chair expl ai ned, the purpose of this
hearing is to receive public comments on two
separate rel ated docunents: Amendnment Nunber 7 to
the State Transportation | nprovenent Program for
federal fiscal years 2013 to 2016 and the Draft
State Transportation | nprovenent Program for
federal fiscal years 2017 to 2025.

The STIP, as a docunent, is a list of
transportation projects the State of Rhode Island
intends to inplenent using U S. Departnent of
Transportation funds. For transportation projects
to utilize these federal funds, it nust be
included in the STIP. To provide sone added
context on the STIP, in 2012 when the Feder al
Transportati on Authorization Bill, Mp-21, was
passed, it focused on inproving the condition of
the nation's transportati on system

States are now required to show how t hese
federal investnents and their infrastructure
i nprove the transportati on systenis over al
performance and conditions. The state has been
preparing for this shift for several years. RI DOT
started with the mgration of transportation

infrastructure planning, an asset managenent pl ace

4

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

system of planning to avoid nore expensive
| ong-term costs. However, the biggest issue
facing the state in neeting the federal
requi rements was identifying appropriate funding.

The state has taken sone key steps to
provi de sustai nable transportation infrastructure
fundi ng and br oadeni ng avai |l abl e resources,
including the redirection of the gas tax on
transportati on needs, the replacenent of bond
borrowing with the increase of vehicle
registration and driver's license fees, along with
RI CAP funds, and al so the creation of the Rhode
| sl and H ghway Mai ntenance Account. The shift in
resources to neet the state's critica
i nfrastructure needs culmnated in the passage of
roadwork in February of this year, which inposes a
new toll on | arge comercial trucks, which is
expected to bring in approximately $45 mllion a
year when fully operational.

These two docunents that are being
present ed today represent the project
i mpl enentation of the policy shifts | just
outlined. The remaining of the presentation wll
first focus on Anendnent Nunmber 7 to the 2013 to

2016 STIP, which realigns the federal fiscal year
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2016 projects with additional avail able state and
federal funding sources and wth RIDOT's 10-year
strategic plan. In addition, this anmendnent

i ncl udes new transit and highway funds. | wl|
now turn the presentation over to Any Pettine to
detail RIPTA s specific anendnent request.

MS. PETTINE: So, tonight, we're
requesting an anmendnent to the current STIP for
two projects, one |arger one and one snuall er one.
So the first is: W're requesting to include the
Downt own Provi dence enhanced transit corridor in
the current STIP. This project is one that's been
going on for many years. RIPTA and the Gty of
Provi dence began several years ago to | ook to put
in a high capacity transit corridor in the
Downt own Provi dence area connecti ng heat
desti nati ons throughout a spine anchored in the
north by the Providence Train Station going to
Downt own Kennedy Pl aza to the hospital area.

The city was successfully awarded a Tl GER
di scretionary grant in 2014. W worked
col |l aboratively to pursue a potential streetcar.
That was a much |arger project, 100 mllion plus
project. Unable to pull the | ocal funds together,

however, through further effort, we were able to
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successfully get perm ssion fromU.S. DOT and the
FTA to nove forward with this enhanced bus
corridor.

So a lot of the features are very simlar
to the original goals of the project. W're
| ooking at high quality bus stops, real -tinme
information, really nice |large shelters, repairing
pavenent, coordinating with the city's potenti al
future bi ke sharing bi ke program and | ooki ng at
roadway and geonetric inprovenents, transit signal
priority, getting sone priority for the bus on
this 1.4 mle corridor. W're also purchasing siX
addi tional vehicles, hybrid diesel electric
vehicles, that will be part of our overall fleet.
And the approach that we're taking is, we're
taki ng six existing bus routes, and we're
basi cally extending them along the spine to create
nore one-seat rides for our entire statew de
transit network and nore connections to the train
station for people living not only in the downtown
but in the netro and state as wel |.

So we're really excited about this
project. It's a $17 mllion total project.
Again, the 13 mllion is a discretionary

conpetitive grant that has al ready been awarded,
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so we're looking to include it in the STIP wth
the local match com ng from state sources. The
second project in the TIP that we're proposing is
we need to grant, or we'd like to grant, a smal
amount of noney generated from sone m | eage
associ ated with buses running through the eastside
bus tunnel. This is a one-tine apporti onnment of
$54,000. It's federal formula funds through the
state to repair high intensity bus prograns.

These were nonies that we were notified by
FTA this year that had been apportioned to us, but
we hadn't been notified prior, so we need to get
t hem obl i gated before they | apse. Coincidentally,
RI PTA actually has a | arger discretionary grant to
do repairs. That project is already in the TIP
so we're basically going to just add this snall
amount of noney to a larger mllion plus project
for renovations to the bus tunnel.

MS. CALLAGHAN:  Now we'll turn the
presentati on over to Meredith Brady of RI DOT.

MS. BRADY: Thank you very nuch, Linsey.
Thank you, Chairwonan, and thanks to everybody
who's taken the tinme out of their schedules to be
here tonight. | knowit's particularly difficult

com ng up on the holiday weekend, and I'd al so
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like to thank the RIDOT staff over here that's in
the audience listening. W're not going to be
answeri ng any specific questions, but they wll
listen to everything that's posed here and take
that into consideration.

Qur anendnent to the federal fiscal year
2016 TIP is a big amendnent conpared to Rl PTA' s
smal | er anendnents, and the reason for that is a
process that we started |last year with the change
in adm ni strati on and new | eadershi p wi t hi n Rhode
| sl and DOT. W had al ready been pavi ng the way
for a nove towards an asset nanagenent - based
system of determ ning projects, but that was
accelerated. W al so noved froma four-year | ook
at projects to a 10-year plan. So, if you | ook at
t he proposed draft TIP, which is federal fiscal
year '17 to federal fiscal year 25, that's
actually only nine years.

Federal fiscal year '16 is the first year
of the 10-year plan, so we needed to have this
amendnent to align what had been proposed in the
10-year plan with what was included in the TIP
itself. It also is big for another reason, and |
have explained this to the TAC nenbers previously.

It | ooks at all funds as opposed to just federal
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funds. So, in past iterations of this TIP, you
w || have seen federal funding and then the state
mat ch, but not operating funds. That may have
gone towards ot her purposes.

Anot her change or anot her request is
approxi mately $300 million in new GARVEE funds.
GARVEEs are grant anticipation revenue bonds.
These are bonds drawn down on future federal
funds. We already have done this once, and we
actually are in the process of refunding the
current bond in order to have noney in the first
three years of the 10-year plan, about 120 mllion
to put towards bridges, specifically, to bring it
into a state of good repair, and another 100
mllion of that funding will cone from at | east
initially, fromthe new GARVEE fundi ng, which
we're planning to work towards issuing in the
fall.

That 300 mllion is shown in the TIP. It
woul dn't have been there before. So, it obviously
is a big change. And, as | said, about 100
mllion goes towards bridges, and about 200
mllion is being set aside for the 6/ 10 connector
project. That is not to say that all of it or

much of it wll get actually used in federa

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

11

fiscal year '16, but we wanted to nmake sure that
it's allocated for that purpose, particularly in
conjunction with grant applications that we've
made recently.

Anot her project that you'll note in the
federal fiscal year '16 anmendnent is the $3
mllion for the ranp on 295 for the Ctizens
Project, the Geenville Avenue G ant, and that
project is limted to $3 mllion in unexpended
bond funds, which is a source that can be tapped
just for capital projects, and the | egislature has
directed us to tap that source specifically for
capital projects.

G herwi se, the projects in general that
are in our anendnent are aligned, as | said, with
t he 10-year plan, which may be different than what
had been in the -- in fact, quite different than
what had been in the prior federal fiscal year '16
of the current adopted TIP. But, as Linsey
nmenti oned, there have been two federa
aut hori zations in place. Since then, we've had a
slight increase in funds and, again, a whole new
met hod of | ooking at things froman asset
managenent perspective, which changed the way the

proj ects were sel ected.
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MS. CALLAGHAN: Thank you, Meredith. This
TAC is being requested to nake a recommendation to
the State Pl anni ng Council on Anendnent Nunber 7
tonight. 1'd like to provide a brief summary of
t he comments received, either in witing or at the
2 p.m hearing that was held today, related to the
anendnent. | also prepared a summary -- |'1|
provi de a general overview of the comments, but
al so as each TAC nenber sees, it's a summary of
the comrents received. It's titled "FFY 2016
Summary of Comments Received."

But, generally speaking, the comments were
related to admnistrative reprogramm ng of titles
in the TIP, the Traffic Safety and Bri dge
Mai nt enance and al so federal funding sources, just
ineligibility or changes in anmounts. As the
comrents relate to specific projects, you can see
an outline of each comment that was provided for
the projects, but, generally speaking, the
conmment s consi sted of general support for
inclusion in either the TIP anmendnent or in the
FY2017 to 2025 TIP. However, sone people would
like to see their projects advance earlier than
provided in the draft TIP or incorrect, or the

funding increased. So, if the TAC has any further

12
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questions, we can tal k about them when they
di scuss the anmendnent. And there's al so copies
provi ded on the back table there.

The next portion of the presentation wll
focus on the 2017 to 2025 TIP, which includes the
required four federally fiscally constrained
years, however extends the planning horizon to
2025. This longer tine frane better aligns with
the state shift to an asset managenent - based
approach to planning and offers nunicipalities in
the public a better idea of when the projects
woul d be noving forward from devel opnent into
i npl enentation and also aligns wwth R DOT" s
10-year strategic plan.

The STI P devel opnent process began in
Novenber of 2015 with the notice of project
solicitation. W' ve received over 300 new
applications containing over $880 mllion in
requests, which were received frommunicipalities,
state agencies and non-profit organi zati ons. The
projects were then reviewed and ranked. Projects
in the categories of bridge, pavenent, traffic,
drai nage and Regionally Significant projects were
referred to RIDOT to be evaluated prinarily

agai nst data-driven managenent systens to optimze
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their i npact of the total investnent in Rhode
| sl and' s transportati on network.

Al'l of the projects, including transit,
bi cycl e, pedestrian, safe routes to school and
ot her transportati on enhancenent projects were
eval uated by a series of subcommttees conpri sed
of staff, statew de planning, RIDOT, Rhode Island
Depart nent of Environnental Managenent, Rl PTA and
menbers of the Transportation Advi sory Committee.
Al'l of the highest ranking projects were sent to
RI DOT and RI PTA for further project cost
refinenents and esti mates and schedul i ng over the
time period of this TIP. The resulting process --
the process resulted in the draft TIP tables and
its associ ated texts under consideration tonight.
| will now turn the presentation back over to Any
Pettine at RIPTA to describe RIPTA' s portion of
the 2017 to 2025 TIP.

MS. PETTINE: Thanks, Linsey. So RIPTA s
program-- projects in the TIP reflects our
priorities, and I will just talk to themin broad
st rokes, ongoi ng operational support with the
focus on state of the repair, increnental
I nprovenents to hel p us operate nore safely and

efficiently, and there's al so sone |arger scale
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past investnents, particularly in the outer years,
passenger facilities, and our ongoing fl eet
mai nt enance and repl acenent program

So, if you look at the TIP, you can see
t he fundi ng prograns that cone through FTA, a
portion that we programout. 5307 is the big one,
but there are sone snmaller ones, |ike 5310 and
5311, and | just nentioned that to say that sone
of themare tied to specific outcones. They m ght
be focused on rural transportation, for exanple,
or they m ght be focused on working with
particul ar popul ati ons wth access chal |l enges, but
we are definitely, simlar to R DOI, focused on
the state of the repair. You'll see our | argest
programline is our fixed route fleet replacenent
program There's also a programline for our
paratransit fleet replacenent program

There's also an I T program of work. ']
just point that out because that is an area that
we're | ooking to advance to keep our facilities
open in the back end, as well as on the vehicles,
t o noderni ze our system For exanple, we have a
| arge fare box investnent comng in the next
couple of years. W are also proposing to

continue using a portion of the CMAQ funds that

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

16

the state receives to support sone of our
operati onal operations such as our "R' line, which
i's our Rapid Bus Service.

W pay for a good majority of the
operations out of the CMAQ program That's our
hi ghest ridership service that actually w |l
connect nicely to help wwth any of the proposed
commuter rail stations in Pawucket in the future.
We al so use this programto support transit
pronotions; facility investnents -- transit signal
priority is an area that we're | ooking to advance
in the future. And it al so supports our commuter
resource RI program which is a programthat does
a lot of outreach on pronoting transportation
alternatives, not just bus but carpooling, van
pooling, et cetera, biking, in the state.

So, again, I'll just end with ongoi ng
operational support is certainly the biggest
priority for us. You know, 20 percent of our
annual operating budget at RI PTA, we're roughly
$100 m I lion annual budget. Roughly, 20 percent
of the op-budget is com ng fromfederal funds.
That's funds to pay our mai ntenance workers to
mai ntai n our vehicles, our preventative

mai nt enance program It's paying staff. |It's
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payi ng for the operations of the different routes.
So it's a huge part of our work. I'Ill turn it
over to Meredith.

MS. BRADY: Thank you, again. There are a

ot of things that | could say about the '17 to

'25 proposed TIP. So, I'mnot going to keep at it
all night, but I'mjust going to pick a few choice
itens. |f people have further questions, 1'll be

happy to foll owup, but the federal fiscal '17 to
'"25 TIP, again, show a | ot nore than you're used
to seeing in terns of what you need to see for
transparency purposes. You'll be seeing the
operating funds and where they' re going. There
are a lot nore line itens than you m ght be used
to seeing in prior versions of the TIP

There's al so going to be an opportunity --
and this is sonething that | wanted to make very
clear. W're not doing this process for '17 to
'25 as, pardon the pun, end of the road or end of
the line, so to speak, for these projects. W're
going to be re-exam ning these projects as we nove
forward, hopefully on an annual basis. And one of
the very inportant things is with so nmany
different projects here, we can't have gotten

everything right. W admt that we nay not know
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everything there is to know about a project or
about a road. W have limted ability to really
del ve down into sonme of these projects that are
nmuni ci pal Il y sponsor ed.

So we're hoping to get nore information on
sone projects as we nove forward as well so that
we can appropriately schedule. W've heard
earlier today about sone projects that have
si dewal k and pavenent conponents that m ght not
have been scheduled at the best tines in order to
make t hose connections. So that's sonething that,
W th thousands of projects, it's great to have
sonebody draw that to our attention.

Sone of the conponents of our '17 to '25
TIP that | just wanted to touch on are -- again,
we're | ooking at the state as a whole system and
this is sonething that the Federal H ghway
Adm ni strati on has been noving us towards slowy
over the last four years or so as we nove from one
short two-year authorization into a new
aut hori zation that's now finally five years.

The push has been towards a performance
managenent basis and an asset nmanagenent basis.
The transportati on asset has -- managenent pl ans

are required. Bridge expenditures are based on
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bri dge asset managenent plans. There are a | ot of
different pieces that the federal governnent
requires. Anong that, those requirenents, the 10
percent were | ess structural deficiency for

bri dges, and that's one of the main conponents of
our Rhode Works proposal, which was passed by the
| egi slature in February. It's a push to, by 2025,
be down to 10 percent fromthe 22 percent, which
again, right now, is the height in the nation.

So, | ooking at the system holistically,
it's not going to nake everybody happy,
unfortunately, but it is going to make a
difference in short-terminvesting where it m ght
be alittle nore painful to nmake those
i nvestnments. You're replacing your roof instead
of going on vacation. |It's not the npbst pleasant
choice, but it's a choice that makes a difference
because if you fix or replace your roof now, you
w ll avoid nore expenditures in the future.

Qur roadwor ks plan was to avoid about $950
mllion in future expenditures, which if we had
conti nued spendi ng the way we have in the past, we
woul d have been | ooking at a nmuch higher bill for
getting to the structural sufficiency and getting

to a state of good repair wth our infrastructure.
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So, with that in mnd, we'll be |ooking forward to
heari ng everybody's comments and heari ng

per spectives and al so getting information here
toni ght at the public hearing.

M5. CALLAGHAN: In conclusion, | would
just like to overview the next steps of the
process. The public comment period for Amendnent
7 to the 2013 to 2017 STIP ends at the cl ose of
this evening's public hearing. Al comments
received related to Anrendnent Nunber 7 will be
addressed and i ncorporated into a public hearing
report. At the conclusion of this evening' s
hearing, the TAC wll be asked to make a
reconmendati on on the anendnent to the State
Pl anni ng Counci | .

At their next neeting on June 9th, the
State Pl anning Council will be presented with this
public hearing report and the tax reconmendati on
and wll be asked to make a final decision on the
anendnent. The public comment period for the TIP
-- for the draft TIP for federal fiscal year 2017
to 2025 ends, however, on June 26th. Al comrents
recei ved at today's hearing and throughout the
public comment period will be addressed and

i ncorporated into a public hearing report.
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The TAC will neet to discuss the public
comment report and the draft TIP at their neeting
on July 25th and at their August 25th neeting, in
which the TAC will be asked to nake a
recommendati on to the State Pl anning Council. The

State Planning Council wll be asked to make fi nal
action on the draft 2017 to 2025 TIP at their
Sept enber 8t h neeti ng.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Thank
you, Linsey, Any and Meredith, for those excell ent
presentations. As noted earlier, we will not be
taki ng questions, but will now begin accepting
conments on both of these proposed actions. Those
W shing to comment will be called in the order in
whi ch they registered and after the customary
recognition of elected officials. |If you speak,
pl ease identify yourself and if you represent any
particul ar organi zati on, and address all conmments
to me as the presiding officer.

To ensure that all who wi sh to speak may
have an opportunity to do so, each speaker will be
limted to the initial presentation of five
m nutes. After all who wish to speak have had an
initial opportunity, those wi shing to nake

suppl enental statenments will be recogni zed after
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all who have regi stered have spoken, and others
W shing to comment wll be recognized. Witten
statenents will be given equal consideration
They may be read into the record or sinply
submtted to our staff at the wel cone.

Are there any elected officials who w sh
to present a statenent?

MS. DEPASQUALE: May | ?

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

MR, DEPASQUALE: Good eveni ng, Madam
Chair, Menbers of the Conmttee. M nane is
Joseph DePasquale. | amthe town counci
president for Warren. | want to start by thanking

you for giving us this opportunity to provi de our
comments, and | ook forward to your hopeful 2017
versus the '25, which is the tail end. W regard
-- with regard to both, I want to start by
expressi ng our appreciation that the commttee has
been responsive to the concerns we've raised in
the earlier round and has recogni zed several of
the town's priorities.

We are particularly pleased that funding
wll be restored in the current year for our
Wat erstreet Streetscape project. Instead of

having to interrupt this project, we can now
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continue with the Streetscape project itself. But
also with the coordi nati on of several other
construction projects on Water Street. These
projects are of great inportance to us for several
reasons, including public safety, handi cap
accessibility, beautification, needed
infrastructure i nprovenents, potential to reduce
negati ve i npacts from prol onged construction, and
to produce significant econom c benefits for our
| ocal businesses, the town as well as the state.
We al so appreciate that the proposed TIP
for 2017-'25 includes many projects that are of
high priority for the town, including inprovenents
to Routes 114 and 136, which wll also extend into
our nei ghboring town, Bristol, as well as the East
Bay bi ke path extension. Like the Water Street
project, these all have significant public safety
community revitalizati on and econom ¢ devel opnent
aspects. Unfortunately, the proposed TIP
essentially nmeans for the Town of Warren that many
of these projects, notw thstandi ng how significant
and needed they are, are once agai n being
post poned. And, in sone instances, actually
interrupted and suspended for several nore years.

In the case of Route 114 and 136, these
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proj ects thensel ves have al ready been del ayed for
10 to 15 years. They involve serious public

safety issues, not only but al so between

intersections -- not at only intersections but in
bet ween as well. Because of the roadway
conditions and al so because crunbling -- and in
sone i nstances, mssing sidewalks -- it's becone,

in sone stretches, inpassible. W have had the
great project on the bridge between Barrington and
Warren, and the downtown area has been done, but
we have a few small sections that have not been
conpleted, and it's very di scouragi ng.

In the case of the bike path extension, it
woul d bring an ongoing project to a halt,
j eopardi zi ng i nvestnents both the town and the
state has already nade in the planning and
prelimnary design. This project is inportant in
part because of its safe routes to school aspects,
but al so to enhance the benefits the East Bay bike
path brings in terns of visitors and public
health. In each case, the disruption and del ay
are contrary to prom ses repeatedly nade in the
past, but also contrary to the concept of cost
efficiency.

In the case of Route 136, Metacom Avenue,
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it seens to ignore, if not waste, the effort and
expense invol ved in devel opi ng the 2012 corri dor
devel opnent plan, which was a joint effort by the
town and DOT. In the case of the bike path, it
proposes a new expensive feasibility study instead
of building on the not-yet-so-old plan prelimnary
design that was conpleted a few years ago. The
noney woul d be better spent on nore detail ed

engi neering and design that is still needed to

i mpl enent that plan.

The additional delay also interferes with
pl anni ng by the town which is relying on earlier
prom ses for its own infrastructure inprovenents,

i ncl udi ng pavenent, curbing and si dewal k projects,
and for inproving the town's business districts.
Much of this work needs to be coordinated with the
state and pl anni ng, design and construction
phases, which brings nme to ny | ast general conment
and plea. Please communi cate and coordinate with
us. We need nore and better communi cation, and
what you have been doing is good, but we need to
hel p you understand and -- we respect the state's
priorities, which focus on state roads and
bridges, and we ask that you work with us, wth

our priorities, and work with us to align both the
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priorities and the projects as nmuch as possi bl e.

These infrastructure projects are key to
our econom c growth, including continued growh of
our manufacturing sector. Wth ne is Kate
M chaud, our town planner, who will provide
suppl enental information. She has al so conpiled a
packet of information and coments for each
project, which we are submtting as part of our
formal testinony. Thank you again for the
opportunity, and | appreci ate the coordi nated
effort that we wll have, |I'msure. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Thank you very nuch.
The next person to address the TAC is Ellen
Waxman. Thank you.

M5. WAXMAN: Hello, I'"mcouncilor Ellen
Waxman fromthe Town of North Kingstown. | do not
have a fornmal statenment such as this gentl eman
did, but I'"mhere to go to bat for North
Ki ngst own, specifically the Wckford Junction
train station. | was so excited when the train
station was finally opened in 2012. |It's such a
fantastic transportation asset, and | really feel
like it's underutilized. | can't inmagine there's
anyone in this roomthat would disagree with ne.

The question is how can we | everage the W ckford
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Junction train station to work for us and to help
revitalize our econony and hel p i nprove access to
Rhode | sl and and Sout hern Rhode I sl and, and
specifically, I mght add, to the beaches in

Sout her n Rhode | sl and.

| have really thought that even though
it's a commuter rail, | think we really need to
| ook at Wckford Junction as a transportation
asset that should be used for non-business-rel ated
commut es such as weekends to visit the beach in
Sout h County. And, also, to allow -- that would
be during the summertine -- but what about weekend
service during the rest of the year when we all
want to get out of Rhode |Island and catch a show
at -- you know, the synphony in Boston or go
shopping in Back Bay? | know |l don't |like to get
all the expense of parking tickets on Newbury
Street when | go shoppi ng.

Wien | used to live in Boston, it was --
you know, you just have to add $50 on to your day
for parking or parking tickets. So now that |I'm
l'iving out here, | do m ss shopping in Boston, but
| would like to hop the train and go shoppi ng and
catch a show and neet friends for dinner. So the

attitude that the commuter rail is just for

27
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commuting to and fromwork, | feel that that's
really shortsighted, and | hear it over and over
again. You know, "The ridership is down," and,
"Only a snall percentage of what the comrmuter
nunbers are will be refl ected on weekends," and |
don't really buy that. | think our weekend
ridership could even exceed our weekday commuter
ridership.

| really want to just elevate this issue
when the STIP docunent cane out, | admt, | didn't

sit down and read the whole thing cover to cover,
but | did do a search for Wckford and North
Kingstown, and I"'mquite famliar with the content
in that area. Specifically, on page 32 of the
STIP draft, | was really excited -- well, I'm
sorry; I'll start with 309 -- | was really -- it's
a funding table. And | was really excited to see
I D 7109 when it said "Sumer Service Description,"”
and for a nmonment ny heart leapt and | said, "Oh,
this is it."

And | see that there's | anguage in there
that it says: "This line iteminvolves a startup
operations and further devel opnent of limted
seasonal bus rail ferry services connecting major

tourist attractions and recreational facilities
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al ong Narragansett Bay. |It's anticipated that the
initial service in FY'16 wll be limted to
weekends during the sumrer season at sel ect
|l ocations.” | amthinking surely this has to nean

W ckford Junction. "And dependi ng upon usage and
demand coul d be expanded with additional |ocations
and operations in subsequent years."

And | was just really happy to see that,
and | anguage simlar to that shows up on page 32
and al so 308. But after conversations with staff
fromR DOT -- who | have to say have been very,
very nice in openly conmmuni cati ng, and whenever |
call or e-mail to kind of gently check-in to see
how weekend train service is com ng al ong for
W ckford, they're always very nice and very
informative to keep ne i nformed on the status of
things. But | have to say | was really
di sappointed to find out that I D709 (sic), Sunmer
Service Description, is not at all tal king about
weekend service to Wckford, but it tal ks about
seasonal bus rail ferry services connecting major
tourist attractions.

And, specifically, | understand that it is
going to be a ferry connecting Providence to

Newport, and, unfortunately, weekend service to
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W ckford Junction is now postponed agai n.

W ckford Juncti on opened four years ago. | feel
that it's an underutilized asset. | would like to
request you all to please consider initiating
weekend train service, this right here in FY 16,
and | have specific | anguage changes for these
areas that | would like to submt to the chair.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

M5. WAXMAN: Thank you very nmuch for your
time.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET: The next person to
speak is Kate M chaud.

MS. MCHAUD: M nane is Kate M chaud
(Mi-c-h-a-u-d). I'mthe town planer for the Town
of Warren. Thank you, Madam Chair, and menbers of
the TAC. First off, I would |Iike to thank
everyone for including the projects in Warren in
the TIP list. Every project in the list is
critical to the Town of Warren, and we are
t hankful that we've been included in the process.
The second, I'ma little unusual because | am a
pl anner who is present tonight in support of |ess
pl anni ng and nore doi ng.

In the Town of Warren, we have three maj or

areas of concern with the current '17 through '25
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TIP. The first itemthat I'd like to address are
saf e and accessi ble streets and sidewal ks. The
specific projects that I1'd |i ke to speak about
deal with Main Street which is Route 114. The
first project is TIP I D Nunber 5269. Just for a
little background, Route 114 in Warren i s an urban
principle arterial roadway with 16 to 19, 000
average daily trips.

Project 5269 is the northern section of
Main Street, which is the Warren Bridge to Park

Street, and it's programmed for year 2023 and

2024. I'"d like to note that this area is wthin
the environnental justice SPGtract. It is also
wthin the Carl ess Househol d SPG Tract. It is an

area with a high volune of pedestrian traffic,
i ncl udi ng churches, the | arge American Touri ster
Redevel opnent Project; the Corliss Institute,
whi ch provides services for those wth
disabilities, specifically those with hearing
i mpairnents; a high residential density; and
mul ti pl e RIPTA bus st ops.

The sidewal ks within this area are
i npassi ble in places, and crosswal ks and
I ntersections do not have handi cap accessi bl e

ranps. So | would recommend and request that this
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project is noved up in priority on the '17 through
25 TIP. The second project on Route 114 is ID
Nunber 1300. This is the southern section of Min
Street, which would be Dyer Street to the Bristol
town line. This is included in your TIP report as
part of a Bristol pavenent managenent program for
the year 2020 and Dyer Street to the Bristol Town
line. This is included in your TIP report as part
of a Bristol Pavenent Managenent Program for the
year 2020.

This portion of roadway has been in design
and planning for nore than a decade. The roadway
was re-paved several years ago, and the sidewal ks
were not conpleted with the prom se that DOT woul d
return and conpl ete the sidewal ks. And, now, this
is not scheduled to be conpleted until 2020.

Again, this is an area with inpassible and m ssing
sidewal ks. There's a high traffic volunme, and
it's unsafe for people to with walk within the
roadway. The majority of segnents of this area of
si dewal ks are not accessible for the disabled, and
it is an area with a high percentage of elderly
persons and people with disabilities. There are
multiple trip hazards, and, again, it's an area

that's highly used by R PTA bus users.

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

33

The third project that 1'd |ike to discuss
is the bi ke path extension, which is TIP I D Nunber
5271. This project was first submtted to DOT by
the Town of Warren in 1983. The feasibility study
for the project was conpleted in 1997, and the
first segnent was constructed in -- finished
construction in July of 2009. This project wll
connect the Kickenuit M ddl e School and Hugh Col e
School to the npbst densely popul ated areas of
town, and further the goals of safe routes to
school .

It would connect Eastern Warren to the
East Bay bi ke path, and it would al so create
potential connections to bike paths in
Massachusetts as part of the overall plan for the
Provi dence to Provincetown Bi ke Path. It would
di vert bicycle traffic off of Child Street and
Route 103, which is not suitable for bicycle
traffic. Just last nonth, a study was conpl et ed
by students at Roger WIllianms University, and they
assessed feasibility of certain aspects of the
plan, and nowis the tine to act and to nove
forward on inplenentation. So, again, we would
ask that this project is noved fromthe program

year 2022 two to a nore current year.
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The last thing that I'd Ii ke to speak
about it I D Nunmber 1409, which is Metacom Avenue,
Mar ket Street. The programyear is 2023 and 2024.
Again, this is an urban principle arterial roadway
w th approxi mately 24,000 average daily trips.
This area was identified by statew de planning in
2003 as an area in need of inprovenment. A
corridor plan was conmpleted in 2012 through the
st at ew de pl anni ng chal |l enge grant program |In
the plan, a high nunber of points of conflict were
identified and a nunber of renedi ati on acti ons
were recommended. One of the vital parts of this
project is to create handi cap accessibility and to
fill in the areas wth no sidewal ks that exi st
t oday.

So, in conclusion, | would |like to say
that we're here to be partners with you. The Town
of Warren | ooks forward to working with DOT and to
working with all state agencies in an effort to
get these projects done as quickly and
expedi tiously as possible, and we are here to help
and to share any information that we may have so
t hat we cannot duplicate effort and we can nove
forward with getting these projects constructed.

| have packet for the TAC nenbers. Thank you.
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MR. RHODES: Thank you very much, Kate.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: Peter Roberts?

MR, ROBERTS: M nane is Peter Roberts. |
live at 80 Ornerod Avenue in the Town of
Portsmouth. | was at the town hall neeting | ast
-- | nmean, Monday night, and they nentioned this
was going on. It's ny first tinme here. But at
the town hall neeting one tine, we had
representatives conme in and explain things. They
did tal k about the intersection that | conme out of

on Park Avenue onto East Main Road, they're going

to change the intersection, and there was

absolutely no reason to change it.

As you cone up to it, there's a right-hand

turn that takes you down the hill. You don't have

to go through the light. Wen you cone out of

there, the only people that stop at that |ight are

t he peopl e going south down East Main Road. |If
you want to go north, there's an exit that goes
out; you do not use the light. And they were
going to change it all. There is no problemwt
that intersection. They said that there was a |
of speeding there and tickets and acci dents.
After | got down and sat down, the police chief

Portsnouth got up and said, "No, there are no

h

ot

i n
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accidents. There is no speeding, and there is no
problemwith this intersection,” but they want to
change it.

So what | ask is: Wiy don't we fix East
Mai n Road and West Main Road and | eave everyt hing
el se al one? There was anot her problem here. Wen
you go on Chase Lane, which goes to the post
office and stuff, they want to dead-end it right
there so you can't use it. Wen you cone up this
hill, you can turn down that road and go right to
the post office. There's a nedical facility
there. There's a few law offices, and it makes it
a lot easier to go to the post office, but they
want to stop it. Wat they said is because the
runoff that conmes off that street goes down the
hill.

| got up, and | pointed it out to them
The runoff cannot cone off that street. It is
hi gher than the intersection. And |I went over
there wiwth laser lights and neasured it. Fromthe
side of Chase lane, it is 3 inches higher, so
wat er cannot go off the edge. So the people who
said they did this study did not do the study,
because they were wong. That water won't run

down the hill, and that is very inportant to
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peopl e who want to go to the post office.
QG herwi se, you've got to go out, wait for the
i ght or anything else; you go down and turn in
another road to go to the post office.

This is inconvenient. 1'm68 years ol d,
and | have never had a problemat this
I ntersection, never once. There's no reason to
change it, and they want to nake it so it's one
road going in and one road coni ng out, and we have
t hese extra entrances that save a lot of tinme. It
doesn't need to be done. Another thing, they're
going to put a rotary in where the turnpi ke cones
into East Main Road, which | pointed out at that
meeting. | sat there in the lawn chair and fil ned
it -- and filmed in a one-hour period, twelve
people ran that red |Iight because when the |ight
is changing, they hurried up through it, okay.
And if you are going to run through a red light --
at rotaries, there's own a caution sign or a yield
sign. Nobody is going to stop. That is very
danger ous.

Anot her thing, as you go up this hill,
Quaker Hill it's called, there's an assi sted
living place at the bottomof the hill. They just

put a crosswalk in there, but what they need is a
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I ight for handi cap people to be able to go across
in their wheelchairs or walkers. And | said the
same thing. About halfway up the hill, there's
anot her assisted living place. They have no way
to cross that road, and they need a light. At the
top of the hill, right at town hall, there's

anot her assisted living house in the A d Anthony
School that people have trouble getting across
there to get across the street and everything. |
asked about a light there.

When | went out in the hall to talk to the
person who presented this at the thing, he said it
woul d be a waste of tinme to put it there because
nobody would notice the red light. So,
personally, | said to him "Are you a nbron?
Because, yes, they will." And the problemthat
it's not there is because nobody has ever put it
there. These people get off the bus on the far
side of the road when they're com ng back, and
they can't get across the road. They start out on
t he road, and people don't stop. They need a
light there. These things need to be done, and
our town council did address this at the neeting
on Monday about -- they have asked that nothi ng be

done until all the roads are fi xed.
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Now, | have a pickup truck. M wfe has a
van. One of ny daughter has a Ford Taurus, the
ot her one has a Mercury Sable. Everyone of these
vehi cles, two tines now, have had struts put in,
tie-rod ends and ball joints and everything el se
because when you're driving down these roads, you
are going down in these holes. Yes, they fill the

holes. Wthin three nonths, that stuff is com ng

back out of the holes. By the tine the season

ends, you have holes this deep, and what happens a

| ot too when you're going down the road, people

w |l swerve out because they know there's a hole,

and they cut people off. This is very dangerous.
East Main Road and West Main Road are a

di saster, and they need to be fixed before anybody

goes in and puts rotaries in and changes

i ntersections because there's no sense to that.

And | did bring up at the neeting, and |I' m not

hiding this, that the only reason they' re doing

this is because sonebody wants to sign that and

say, "I designed that."” It's not needed. Let's

fix the roads. Now, we know the way the roads

are; it's not your fault. |It's because our

gover nment spent the noney on other things and

woul dn't spend on it what they should have. But
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we really need to concentrate on getting the
safety part of this done and especially anywhere
where they need a crosswalk. |Is that five

m nut es?

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

MR. ROBERTS: Al right. Thank you very
much. | can cone back up in alittle while;
right?

CHAI RMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes, at the end of
t he comrent period for the individuals, you can
cone back.

MR. ROBERTS:. Thank you.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: Janes Leffers.

MR. LEFFERS: Janes Leffers
(L-e-f-f-e-r-s). I'mhere in ny capacity as a
vol unt eer nenber for the Town of Warren Pl anni ng
Board. | specifically want to tal k about one
el enent that M. DePasquale and Ms. M chaud
menti oned, which is the building of the bridge
across the Kickemuit River for the Warren bike
path. So, historically, there's a three-quarter
mle section of bike path that's east to west. It
begins at a | ocal road called Long Lane, which is
rural, and it ends at the Kickenmuit River in town.

Qur town geographically is basically
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di vided by the Kickemuit R ver and waterways north
of that and wetl ands north of that. So there's
one mai n east/west road that traffic goes on to
link East Warren with West Warren, and that's
Child Street, a state road. So, |I'man avid
bicyclist, and I want to bicycle fromny hone into
-- connecting up to the East Bay bi ke path, | have
to travel down Child Street. The road narker on
Child Street, the white |line marker that woul d be
on your right side when you're travelling either
direction, has about 6 inches to the curb either
way .

So it's a high-risk way to travel, but
it's the only way to travel. So it's been a plan
of the town to build a bridge across the Kickenuit
Ri ver, specifically the bi ke path pedestrian
conbi ned use path that would then |ink up the
Warren bi ke path to the East Bay bi ke path, and
the critical elenment of that is the building of
the bridge. Not only does it enhance the
bi cyclists that want to have a safe route from
east to west and west to east, but it al so, as has
been nmenti oned, provides a safe route to school
It also -- there's a senior center and a housi ng

devel opnent for the elderly on the western side of
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the Kickemuit River.

It would terrifically enhance the ability
of those folks to have a safe off-road pedestrian
way of traveling; or if they're bikers, as well,
to use that. Fromthat point, it would be
east bound. There's another elenent that then has
to link that particular location to the East Bay
bi ke path, but the critical elenent, as has been
nmentioned, is this building of this bridge. So ny
request would be -- that has a TIP target date of
2022, and if there's any ability to nove that up
to an earlier inplenentation and buil d-out date,

t hat woul d be wonderful for our town. Thank you
very much

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Peter
Br assar d.

MR. BRASSARD: Thank you, Madam Chair. My
name is Peter Brassard. |[|'ma nenber of the Rhode
| sl and Associ ation of Railroad Passengers. | want
to commend the TAC for including and prioritizing
t he Pawt ucket/Central Falls train station. G ven
that the lead tine for train station devel opnent
is often 10 to 15 years, | ask the TAC to i nclude
an allocation for a prelimnary study for other

infill train stations as station | ocati ons. Al so,
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due to the tinme involved wth devel opi ng and
inmplenenting train stations, | suggest that the
TAC include nmultiple train station proposals
concurrently.

Beyond the cost of the train station
during the design of construction period, once
they're built, an infill station has m ni nal added
cost to the state, since trains are already
passi ng by on schedul ed tinetabl e where they can
stop at these new stations. Possible station
| ocati ons could be Cranston, O neyville and East
Greenwi ch, although there would be others which
are within wal kabl e urban or town center
| ocations. These three stations would help
devel op | ocal and al so state econom es and, you
know, really help to develop the system which is
still kind of inits infancy as far as conputer
rail and train service.

Pl ease consi der addi ng these or another
groupi ng of urban infill train stations wth the
TIP. | appreciate you hearing nme and thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Bonni e Ni ckerson?

M5. NICKERSON: My nane is Bonnie
Ni ckerson. [|I'mthe planning director for the Cty

of Provi dence. W've submtted a formal letter
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from Mayor Elorza, and | just wanted to highlight
a few of the comments that we'd |ike to offer on
behal f of the City of Providence. First is the
Dudl ey Street connector. This is a project that
the City of Providence is requesting be put on
hold and further discussion take place between
RI DOT, the Cty of Providence, and RIPTA to
determ ne how this project can better advance the
downt own enhanced bus corridor that we heard a bit
about from RI PTA tonight, and to see if there's an
opportunity to reduce the $3 mllion budget in
order to allocate funding to one of the other
hi gher priority projects that the city has
request ed.

The second project I want to nention is
the All ens Avenue arterial traffic signal
i mprovenments. This was a low priority for the
City of Providence, but it has been allocated in
years 2019 to 2020. So the city is requesting
that we put this project on hold and that $3.2
mllion of funding for the project be allocated
for a higher priority project that's been
identified by the city. The next project | want
to highlight is a new project that we submitted

called Gty Wwalk. Gty Wlk is a really
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interesting project that includes streetscape
enhancenents t hroughout the city linking India
Point Park to Roger WIIianms Park.

It did receive funding in the STIP for
$1.8 mlIlion for the years 2017 to 2018, which is
fantastic. | want to highlight that there's an
El mwod Avenue and Broad Street Bridge Repl acenent
Project that includes those two bridges near Roger
WIllians Park. So our request is that the
all ocation for that bridge replacenent project
i ncl ude i nprovenents to nake those bridges nore
safe and attractive for pedestrians and bicyclists
to enhance the Gty Wal k project that has a
separate allocation in the TIP.

The next project was a project we
submtted call ed the Downt own Over pass Enhancenent
Proj ect that was not allocated funding through the
TIP. However, RIDOT has indicated that nmany of
the elenments that we included in that project wll
be covered in a different bridge project that they
have identified $11.5 million of funding in the
years 2018 to 2020.

So our request tonight is that the
el enents of that overpass project that we

submtted be included in that scope of work again
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for that bridgework that is going to be funded.
And we'd like to start those conversations with
RI DOT as soon as possible to start to generate
i deas of how to nake those overpasses over 95,
agai n, safer and nore attractive for both
pedestrians and bicyclists. So those are the
over passes that cover 95 through the downt own.

The Exchange Street Si dewal k W deni ng
Project is a very inportant project for the city.
It's been allocated $3.13 nmillion in the years
2021 to 2023, and we're requesting that this be
noved up to an earlier date. This project is
really critically inportant because it connects
t he pl anned Providence inter-nodal hub at
Provi dence Station with Kennedy Plaza. That is
t he key pedestrian quarter |linking the two. So
t hose i nprovenents really need to be aligned with
the timng for the inplenentation of the
Provi dence i nter-nodal hub which RIDOT is planning
to advance nuch earlier than the date of these
i mprovenents.

Next, 1'd like to highlight the
Woonasquat ucket G eenway Quarter Enhancenent.
There has been funding allocated to this project,

but we'd like to nove it up earlier than the
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schedul ed 2021 to 2025. There's lots of other
critically inportant projects to the Cty of
Provi dence, but I'mrunning out of tine. So |
prom sed ny col |l eagues at DPWthat | would
specifically highlight eight bridges that are in
critical condition and that we believe are going
to see further |load restrictions prior to the
pl anned reconstruction date. So | just wanted to
qui ckly go over which bridges those are.

The Mant on over the Wonasquatucket. The
Hawki ns Street Bridge over the Wst River.
Exchange Street Bridge over the Wonnasquat ucket.
Ons Street Bridge over the Railroad. Park Street
over the Wonasquat ucket. West River Street
Bri dge over the Wst River. The Veazie Street
Bri dge over the West River and Del aney Street
Bri dge over the Wonasquatucket River.

Thanks very nmuch for your cooperation, and
we really appreciate the opportunity to provide
t hese comments. Thank you for your partnership to
improve the City of Providence. W appreciate it.
Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Justin
Boyan.

MR. BOYAN. My nane is Justin Boyan
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(B-o0o-y-a-n). I'mjust going to speak briefly in
support of bike infrastructure. Wat brought ne
here was just skimmng the |lengthy TIP and
observing that anything related to Provi dence

bi cycle infrastructure is sort of deferred until
2023. And as the parent of two daughters who bike
to school in Providence, that concerns ne because
their route is not super safe. | also bike from
t he East Side to downtown and back. Well, if
you've tried to bi ke around here, you've probably
noticed it's not super safe for us.

So Il'd like to encourage earlier funding
for bike infrastructure that isn't strictly
recreational, but is nore an actual transportation
alternative for people who are getting hone to
work or from-- you know, to do shopping or to get
to school. | just want to briefly rhapsodi ze
about the seven nonths | spent in the Netherl ands
in 2011, which if any of you have been there --
well, 1f you haven't, you should go and just see
what a difference it nakes in a culture when the
society is set up so that biking is actually safe.
It's a whole different way of thinking when, you
know, people are doing their grocery shoppi ng by

bi ke, and everybody is taking their kids to school
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by bi ke.

It's, you know, a way of designing
transportati on where there's a separate place for
the bikes to go that's protected fromthe cars.
It's nore |ike a an extension of the sidewal k than
an extension of the road, and it's not only in
Ansterdam it's throughout the snaller towns in
t he Net herl ands and now across Northern Europe.
So, | feel like they're 20 or 30 years ahead of
us, but if we sort of put our mnd to trying to
replicate, really, the higher standard of |iving
that they have in those places -- because they're
able to get fromplace to place, you know, w thout
usi ng gas and wi thout polluting and w t hout
traffic -- that it will make Rhode Island a nuch
better place to live. Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Brian
Bi shop.

MR. BI SHOP: Thanks. 1'm going to speak
nostly to the anmendnents, since they seemto be
noving at relatively great neck speed. In these
publ i c hearings, obviously, if you're going to
make a recommendation tonight, | really al nost --
you know, a | ast gasp, while | never really expect

to have nmuch effect on the outcone, at | east,
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think, | should speak to themat this point. 1In
particular, |I'mconcerned about - while it's been
-- | appreciate the explanation that there's been
a change in asset managenent phil osophy and
approach that requires sone of these anmendments,
can't possibly see the probity in placing $200
mllion for the 6/10 connect project, which the
design is not conplete. And DOT has said the
design really needs to cone back to Rhode I sl and.
It's rushing forward for other, | think,
absurd reasons to get federal grants and so forth,
so that we have the cart conpletely before the
horse with this project. And | understand the
frustration. There was soneone here who said
we' ve a project on the books for 10 or 15 years
toni ght, and, of course, | know that people in DOT
know t hat that project has been on the books for
thirty years, sonme-odd. | nean, | don't celebrate
that, and | don't think that it sat there because
there are a bunch of people here, you know,
protesting the nature of what the 6/10 connector
was. It has given us an at opportunity to
re-examne that, and | don't celebrate the tine it
t ook.

If that had been rebuilt 20 years ago, we
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woul dn't be tal king about it. W are. | didn't
try to obstruct that 20 years ago. | have
absol utely nothing against cars, but | do think
good i deas have been brought forward, and |I am
concerned two-fold. ©One is, there's tal k about
actually issuing the bonds this fall for a couple
of hundred mllion dollars on a project, and we
don't even have a project yet. | nean, |ast |
knew, that would be effectively a re-l1ook at how
we go about bonding in Rhode Island. And I
t hought that revenue and DOA would -- naybe you' ve
al ready had comments on that. | haven't been to
every neeting, so | can't say. It's very
concer ni ng.

| nmean that funding nmay belong in out
years. It may even belong with sone nore directed
noney, you know, in those out years that are
fiscally constrained, i.e. the nearer portion of
the TIP you're hearing, but | cannot see putting
themin there. And having themin those others,
personally, |I can't see how this has anything to
do with a grant application on the project. And,
additionally, it wasn't nentioned. It's a much
smal l er ampbunt. Only 30 sone-odd mllion is also

in this TIP anendnent for the toll gantries com ng
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fromthe GARVEE bonds again. And, you know, |
concede that the | egislatures, you know, did pass
sone | egislation.

Last | knew, it was DOI's opinion that the

nost -- and this is a clairvoyant nonent -- the
nost practical thing to do would be to put up the
gantry that we already own and |let sone litigation
happen in order to see if this is the route down
which we want to go. And | actually think these
two conmments are very closely |linked because

al t hough the GARVEE bonds are not toll noney, and
noney is fungible, the cost of the proposed i deas
for renovating the 6/ 10 or rebuilding the 6/10
were really driving the idea that the extra in a
di fferent approach to funding, including the
tolling, was necessary.

So, | think where the 6/ 10 connector, a
full rebuild was used as a reason to approach
fundi ng that way, and where we're not even sure at
this point of the constitutionality of that
funding, it's inappropriate for those itens to be
GARVEE bonded at this point, especially in the
2016 anendnent. Now, if sonebody -- if sone great
fiscal wzards have said, you know, interest rates

are going up, | think it's relatively marginal.
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It means we'd be paying for the noney while we're
not using it, and forgive ny cynicismfor thinking
t hat havi ng that anount of noney sitting around
when it's not ready to be spent is not a really
good i dea.

And this actually relates, wth all due
respect to folks who think that Wckford coul d be,

you know, the second com ng of transportation or

sonet hi ng, you know, | cannot | ook at the Wckford
train station as an asset. | look at it as an
enbarrassnment. It's evidence of what happens when

we spend on infrastructure instead of it service.
And the -- | was not here to try and lie in front
of those bul |l dozers, so, you know, |I'mas nuch to
bl ane as anyone el se that we own an expensive
train station to which relatively few trains and
rel atively few custoners go.

| bring this up because, at | east
semantically, that appears to be on page 87 of the
TI P amendnents what we're doing with the so-call ed
Travel Center, which is being put forward as a
transit hub. Huh, who knew? Now, | amnot a big
transit advocate, but, you know, | have to say
that -- you know, | feel that when projects are

i mproperly prem sed or when they sonmehow are said
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to be -- aml| tine out?

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

THE W TNESS: Ch, okay. That's fine.
"1l be back.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Grant Dul gari an.

MR. DULGARI AN: Grant Dul gari an
(D-u-l-g-a-r-i-a-n). A fewthings: One, the 6/10
connector. $800 mllion for a 6/10 connector is
amazing to ne. And before we even think about

spendi ng any of that nopbney, we need to really sit

down and try to determ ne what nakes sense. |'ma
data-driven individual. 1'd like to see sone
data. | renenber, as a kid grow ng up, there was

no connection, and there was no nassive traffic
jamthat there exists now on 6/ 10 as you're
approaching 95, whether it's north, south. |If you
want to get off the Convention Center exit, it's
anmazing. And it's amazing throughout the day.
It's not, like, isolated norning or afternoon.

No, it's continuously slow. | don't know if we
have data from before we built this, but it would
be -- | perhaps m ght be instructive to | ook and
see what's going on -- what went on then as
opposed to what's go on now.

| say that because a few years ago, we

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

55

repl aced the Uni on Avenue Bridge that overpasses
Route 10. And it didn't seemlike it was that big
a deal in terns of traffic volune before they
replaced it. And, so, they replaced it by
actually shutting it down for the better part of
two years, and it had on/off ranps going both
north and south, and replaced the bridge. The
bridge is now back, and the traffic that uses that
is amazing. |'msaying, "Ww where did all this
traffic cone from and where were they before?”

So | figure you have the data on that, and
| would be very interested in know ng what the
data was before the bridge replacenent and what
the data was during replacenent and the
surroundi ng on and off ranps and what the data is
now. That mght informus as to what we ought to
be | ooki ng at and thinki ng about when it cones to
the 6/10 connector. | say that because it's right
next door. So, that's nunber one. Nunber two,
when we were tal ki ng about spending $100 nillion
for a 1.6 mle rail line, | could not believe
anybody thought that was a bright idea.

Anyone who thought that was a bright idea
to me, you know, | couldn't trust anynore. |

remenber reading in the Boston G obe or the Wl
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Street Journal sone -- for a distance of a | ot
nore mles and a |lot | ess cost were doing a rail
line, and | am saying, "Wiy is this costing so
much for such a short anpbunt of distance?" Well,
that's gone away because not enough fol ks bought
into that, thankfully. W wonder why Rhode | sl and
is in econom c doldrums is because we spend nobney
on stuff we shouldn't be spendi ng on.

Wien we were tal king about 195, and we
coul d have added a lane in each direction in the
sane |location for a fraction of the anmount of
relocating it in a new |location, but which did we
pick? W picked the relocation and it cost even
nore than they said it was going to cost at the
publ i c hearings when they were first discussing
it. But the answer was, "Oh, it's going to uncap
| and for the devel opnent. "That's good." People
are going to be waiting in line to develop this
land it's so valuable, so inportant, and so it's
worth all this extra anount of noney. Well, what
happened? We did it. W spent it, and nobody
waited in line. Now we're giving tax incentives
for people to go there. Very distressing.

So we're now down to 17 mllion for an

enhanced bus, whatever we're tal king about, and
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according to what | heard tonight we're tal ki ng
about running six different bus lines in and out
of this extendi ng whatever. M thought is this,
two thoughts: One, the Route 6, which is the
Roger WIlians Park or Avenue, Rhode Isl and
Hospital and the Route 49, which is the Canp
Street. Marry those two together; have it run the
route that we're tal king about; do a | ot of
pronotion, and see what kind of ridership we get
bef ore we invest any noney in doing all these in
t he ground investnents because we need sone data.
We need to know what's going on before we spend
mllions and mllions of dollars. |'ll be back
Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Are there
any registered speakers who would |i ke to nmake
suppl enental comment s?

MR. RHODES: M. Roberts, | think you were
first, if there's anything else you' d |like to say?

MR. ROBERTS: Peter Roberts, again. 80
Orer od Avenue, Portsnouth, Rhode Island. | want
to begin where | ended off tal king about ny
vehicles. On ny van, the rins cost $500 api ece.
Two had to be replaced both on the right-hand side

of the car because of the bunps. | believe the
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state only gives you $350. M van cost $2,600 to
have everything repaired, and | did not get the
rinms that were on it before. | went to a junkyard

and got old ones. The Sable was around $1, 700 and
t he Taurus was around $1,500. That's what it cost
to keep these cars going, and this is the second
time two of the cars had to be done in eight years
because of the roads.

Anot her thing, Turnpi ke Avenue, which goes
to the M. Hope Bridge, was resurfaced. | went
down that road and fil ned the whol e road when they
said they were going to do that. There was not
one pothole on that road, not one. There were
cracks in the road that they had filled wth the
tar. They resurfaced that road. R ght at the end
of that road is Sprague Street that goes across to
East Main Road, and it's |li ke a washboard goi ng
across there. | nean, terrible. |It's a state
road. They never did a thing toit, and it's not
that long. But they resurfaced a road that had
nothing wong with it, and East Main and West Main
Road have nore pothol es than you can i nmagi ne, and
they fixed a road that had nothing wong it.

If you go down by Boyd's Lane and head

south on East Main Road 'til you get to Turnpike,
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t hey changed the | anes on that road. You can
still see the old lines in it. They never
resurfaced that road. Wen you get to the end of
Bristol Ferry Road and turn right onto West Main
Road, they changes the lines in that. As you
drive down that, you can still see sone of the old
lines, and you can see the little squares in the
road where the reflectors used to be. They never
recovered that, but, yet, they did Turnpike
Avenue.

Then | found out there's a few people
i nvol ved with governnent that |live on that road,
and believe ne, | believe that kind of thing
happens in Rhode Island. And as far as bridges
go, they're putting tolls on trucks. |If you go to
bri dges during the rush hours in the norning and
t he eveni ng, the anpbunt of cars that's on those
bridges, the trucks don't even cone close to them
don't cone close. That weight is far nore than
any trucks on the bridge. The weight of the
trucks are not hurting those bridges.

If you | ook at everything, especially what
t hey show you on TV, or go to the old Sakonnet
River Bridge, it's all because of the rust and the

age. It had nothing to do with the wei ght.
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They're going after tolls, they want tolls,
because the state keeps spendi ng noney on the
wong things, and it even goes with the lottery.
They don't spend it on schools, they spend it on
other things. W need to get everything

strai ghtened out here and get it done right
because when they first built the M. Hope Bridge
-- excuse ne, the Pell Bridge, Newport Bridge,
every year they went al ong underneath of that and
sandblasted it and painted it. There was never
going to be any trouble when they did it this way.
Then, all of a sudden, they quit doing that, and
the rust builds up under the paint. You don't see
it.

Every now and then, you'll see a section
fall that's three feet | ong or something because
the rust has let it go. That's the problemwth
them they haven't kept the maintenance up. And,
on the news, you'll see the pictures of the
di fferent overpasses and stuff. The stuff that's
falling off is the old concrete because it's so
old. It's on the handrails and everything el se.
It's not because of the weight; it's because it is
not being taken care of. So we don't need the

tolls. W need to just start taking care of
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things. And | honestly believe, you toll the
trucks, the next that's comng is the cars,
because | was involved in "no tolls" on the
Sakonnet Ri ver Bridge.

That was one of the biggest jokes in the
world, too, all right. And you go on the Tiverton
side, and you were down under the bridge. Every
sidewal k is brand new. Every street was redone.
You go on the Portsnouth side, none of them were
done. The overpass you go over that Anthony Road
road goes under, you can watch the rain comn ng
through it in the wet weather, which nmeans ever
since they did this, and they never repaired that,
that neans in the wntertine that noisture gets in
there, and it's cracking nore and nore. But, yet,
they did everything on the other side of the
river. They didn't do anything on the Portsnouth
si de.

Here they are comng in and wanting to put
rotari es and change intersections instead of
fixing the roads. Let's get the roads fixed
before you think about anything el se because it's
tearing our autonobiles up and causing | ots of
problens. |'ma disabled veteran. | cannot

afford having four cars that |I've got to pay for
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to fix and have ny kids in school. | need the
roads fixed so we can rely on our vehicles and not
worry about accidents. M wife is driving on East
Mai n Road right near Stub Toe Lane, and the
tie-rod cone off on the car. That scared her to
death. Now, she did hang onto the steering wheel
and was able to stop, but if you ever think about
-- okay, but you | ose your steering, think about
that, and there's only one reason it happened,
because of the pothol es.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Thank you. Any ot her
regi stered speakers who wi sh to nmake suppl enent al
comments? Brian Bi shop.

MR. BI SHOP: Ckay. That always rem nds ne
of blazing saddles. So we left off at the wel conme
center which is now a transit hub, and | don't
know t hat that designation has really changed
much, what anybody thinks it will cost, but | just
want to point out at a tine when we're noving the
conmut er bus parking over to Wckford, you know,
just to -- so there's a few people there at the
train station taking the buses -- that we have a
commuter parking lot in Westerly, it's already
paid for, you know, and what | don't see and --

well, | say Westerly; that's really Ashaway.
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In meeting with the people in Ashaway who
ki nd of wonder how anybody got the idea that they
all thought this was a good idea, apparently,
sonebody sent a letter along with the TlI GER grant
that it was, but they're not really clear on how
t hat happened, and they're a little confused
because, of course, they thought the transit hub
meant they were going to get a |lot nore transit.
So they thought that was an upside to this. |
mean, where's the service that goes with that? |
mean, is there sonmething that -- and | am not
begging for that, but |I'm saying, "Look, does that
mean you're going to run buses up out of Westerly
to the thing, or does it really nean you're just
going to take the relatively paltry, you know,
nodestly effective commuter rail parking service
that we already have, and the parking lot is
already paid for, and stick it in a highway pl aza
and call it a transit hub?

When the priorities at Westerly, you know,
whi ch again, | think, are fadingly far off, but I
woul d say transit-wi se are how to i nprove on the
results on commuter rail and for thenselves to be
reached in that way. And, so, | think it -- you

know, what possible interest there could have been
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semantically in putting this under transit capital
spending, | can't inmagine when we're tal king --

|l ook, it's a welcone center. The people who are
wel com ng are not the commuters com ng hone.

Maybe we're being nice to them naybe we're gl ad
they're there; but, you know, it's supposed to be
a wel cone center to enter the state.

Il mean, | don't do that as a transit
project. | don't think people are going to drive
from New York City to park there to get on a bus
to go to Providence. And, another thing that |
have a problemw thin this designation aside from
the fact that | think there's really not --
there's not the support for the scal e of endeavor
there. It appears, in a sense, to pay for it and
to make the thing operate, that the state wants
to, you know, wants to kind of conpete with truck
stops and gas stations and food in South County to
make this into sonething. | don't think anybody
thinks it's a bad idea to have a npbdest wel com ng
center. |It's certainly not necessary.

Everybody is running around with their

i Phones these days. |It's not necessary to have it
to, like, pass out little tourist panphlets, but
it could still be a piece of the gateway to the
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state. But, as you can see, it conpetes wth
private businesses ranging fromright where | |ive
at Exit 5, right on down to the state |line, and of
course, it will be a tax-free facility. So I
think the idea of kind of making -- this idea has
gotten grander than it ought to.

And then to top matters off, | think it's
not a semantic that the line itemfor the state's
share cones out of the Bridge and H ghway
Mai nt enance Fund. How is building a wel cone
center part of bridge and hi ghway mai ntenance? |
mean, this is why we're having the argunent about
how to fund our roads because any tine that
sonet hi ng conmes al ong that sonebody wants to do,

t hey take the noney fromfixing the roads, and
they put it towards, you know, sone spl ashy
pr oj ect .

So, finally, I have sone serious actual

and semantical problens with the way a nunber of

t hese projects have been presented. And, finally,

what | would like to say is, you know, |I'm not at
all here in nany senses as a loud critic. |'mnot
here as a critic of highways or cars. | |ove

hi ghways and cars, and as nuch as | think the 6/10

could be different, I'mnot here saying, "Oh,
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let's rip 95 out of Providence because it doesn't
do South Providence a | ot of good," because |
think that part of transportation is
psychol ogi cal ; not only whether there's
congestion, but when peopl e stand back, and they
take a | ook at the state, can we get places?

The main -- one of the main
di sappoi ntnents | have is how we've got stuff to
fix. If we're going to use tolls, 1'"d like to see

t hem used for projects that have been tabled and
never done. Since that is open, since the |onger
TIP is open, I'll submt that stuff in witing. |
t hank you for your tine.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Thank you. Are there
any other registered speakers who wi sh to nmake
addi ti onal coments?

MR, DULGARIAN: It would be nice -- seeing
this is balloonist docunent -- a lot of stuff is
in there, a lot of noving parts, that maybe once
every two or three years, we revisit it. |'mnot
saying we're not going to revisit it for enough
five or ten years. The tinme frane is a little too
far out. Nunber two, you know, we did GARVEE
bonds for five big projects a decade ago, a decade

and a half ago. And then under Chafee, it was
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deci ded that we were going to do pay as you go,
and the way we were going to acconplish that was
by raising the license fees, raising the
regi stration fees, raising the inspection fees.

| just got a renewal for the registration.
It went from61.50 to 91.50. But then we were
told | ast year that wasn't enough, we're going to
have to borrow noney again. And so we're
borrowi ng nore GARVEE. |'m saying to nyself, "How
much GARVEE can we borrow over what period of
time?" |Is the sky the limt? |Is there a ceiling?

|'"'mtroubled by all this borrowing. And the

argunent is, "Well, we've got to do so much right
away because if we wait, stuff wll be in worse
shape, and it will cost nore."

So nmy question is that the stuff that is
going to be deteriorating even nore than it is now
and cost us nore than it wll be now, maybe that's
the stuff you ought to do first. And the stuff
that's already deteriorated that we have to spend
the full anount on, you ought to save that for
| ater because it's not going to get any nore
expensi ve, and nmaybe we don't have to borrow as
much noney and spend as nuch on interest. The

back -- so that was nunber three.
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Nunmber four, back when -- in the '70s, |
renmenber that Federal Hi ghway was doi ng sonme stuff
down i n Texas, | ooking at naintenance-free
| andscapi ng; what would work? Wat didn't work?
Different climates, different soils. It nade
sense, and | haven't heard anyt hi ng about that
since, and yet we're still doing a | ot of
mai ntenance. It's been a third of a century;
you'd think that we had this thing under control
by now, and we coul d be doing this and save
our sel ves sone noney on the operating side.

Finally, traffic signalization. | can't
believe that New York Cty can signalize their
traffic lights, and we can't in Rhode Island. |
have grown up in this state, and we haven't gotten
any better at it in all the decades that 1've
lived in this state. Part of the problemis that
we have two parallel transportati on nmai ntenance
operations. W have the individual cities and
towns, and we have the state. There isn't a | ot
of rhynme or reason because every so often the
state legislation will pass a bill that says, "Onh
we're going to add this to the state nai ntenance.
This street to the state maintenance list," and so

it grows |ike tunbl enweed.
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In any event, when it cones to traffic
signalization, it's alittle unclear who's in
charge. Is it a state naintained road? |Is the
state in charge? If it's not a state maintai ned
road, that neans the state is not in charge? |If
there's an intersection, wll the state naintain
or the municipality maintain the road? Wo0's in
charge? | don't know, but it would seemli ke
sonet hing we ought to find out and fi gure out
because that |leads to traffic accidents, |'m sure,
because people are so frustrated. They get a
green light, but the next light in front of them
iIs about to turn red. So it's very troubling. W
ought to pay attention to that.

As part of that sort of 5A (sic), the
Provi dence Water Supply Board has decided it's
goi ng to spend a huge anount of nobney to rel ocate
their headquarters unnecessarily. At the sane
time, they're ripping up roads all over the pl ace
because they've got to do the Lead Repl acenent
Program Presumably, when they're done with that,
they're responsible for making the road -- fixing
the road back up again. The one junps out at ne
Is Reservoir Avenue in Cranston, which is a ness,

and it's been a ness for a couple of years.
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Provi dence Water was doing a lot of work on it

| ast year. | don't see themaround this year;
maybe they're done. But Reservoir Avenue is still
a mess.

I'd like to think that they're going to do
that; they're going to make it whol e again. But
who's in charge of the traffic signals on
Reservoir Avenue in Cranston, as an exanple. It's
a state-maintai ned road, but Providence Water has
been doing all this work, and the signals are not
coordi nated. That's a subset. That's an exanple
of if Providence Water is going to be replacing a
| ot of |ead pipes all over the place, there ought
to be a coordinati on between Provi dence Water and
DOT so that we can get this all done as
efficiently and econom cally as possi ble. Thank
you.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Thank you. |Is there
anyone who is not registered that wi shes to speak?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAl R\MOVAN SHOCKET: 1'd like to cl ose the
public hearing at 8:06.

W are now going to go to the agenda as
set. | don't think | need to call anybody to

order. The first itemon the agenda is an action
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itemfor the approval of the April 21st, 2016
mnutes. Do | have a notion to approve thenf

MR, FLAHERTY: So noved.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Second?

MR. MONAGHAN:  Second.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |I's there any
di scussi on?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  All in favor?

( UNANI MOUS VOTE)

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Opposed?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: The second item on
the agenda is a public comment on the agenda
itenms, and, obviously, that does not include
Anendnent Nunber 7, which we've already had. So,
is there anyone that w shes to speak about any
ot her issues on the agenda?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAIl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Well, we m ght get
out of here. The next itemon the agenda is an
actual action item That is approval of the STIP
2013- 2016 Anmendnent Nunber 7, which we've been
di scussing. | would Iike a notion, a second and

t hen di scussi on.

71

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters. com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

72

MR. WALKER: So noved.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Second?

MS. BRADY: Second.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Di scussi on? TAC?

MR. WALKER: Chair?

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

MR WALKER: First, I'd like to reiterate
what has been said in sonme of the other neetings

in thanking the staff for the detail that we' ve

got in front of us. In ny years that |'ve been
here, | don't think that | can say that the | evel
of detail, the different ways that the materi al

has been split and the updates on what's goi ng on
community by conmmunity to actually see that
projects are noving along, or they're not, or

t hey' ve been cancelled. | have to say | think
this is the first tine we've had this, which ends
up bei ng doubl e-si ded enough to wei gh things down,
but | think it's worth it.

I think that I'lIl give a lot of credit to
Meredith and the work that she's done for going
back and historically | ooking at where sone of the
gaps are to cone up wth how the fundi ng came
about being presented here in the '"13 to '16 TIP

Anmendnent, as well as Any for the transit
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conponent. But |'ve not seen where we've ever
gone back and then cone back to this body and
said, "W didn't spend this noney," or "W found
this,” or "It was unall ocated, and we're going to
put it on the table today."

So that's refreshing that we're actual ly
goi ng back and accounting for what their projects
have been and what has been done with it or not
done with it. So I'd like to commend the staff
and the adm nistration for doing that, as well as
the Statew de Planning Program And, |ast, but
not least, | can't think Chel sea enough for her
work in putting these tables together and bei ng
able to cut the data so that we could actually
have it to use.

So, | also want to thank the staff for
this summary because having it in our hands today
instead of just getting a little bit of a
narrative wth being actually able to read what
people said, again, | think is one of the first
tinmes we've had it in front of us fromthe
af t ernoon sessi on when we've net here at night,
and it's nice to see what people are actually
tal ki ng about for projects instead of

generalities.
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And then tonight to have al nbst two hours
-- or an hour and a half of nore public discourse,
pro and con, | think is refreshing that people are
still com ng out, and they're still interested.
So, | nove the question because the detail that's
behind it, and notw t hstandi ng the comments that
we've heard, | put forth a conpelling case of why
we should -- for the programm ng, the fiscal '16
dol l ars, we should advance this tonight. And the
6/10, to nme, scares ne a little bit. | drive on
it every day, and | see the wood bl ocki ng.

| see that this project is about
reconstructing bridges. And as we've had in the
earlier neeting, | believe, and I would |like to be
corrected if I'"'mwong, that the bigger project is
still undefined. Jonathan, | renmenber, asked
about "Were do we do that?" and "How do we talk
about that?" That's not been discussed yet, so
that's still to cone. | look forward to those
di scussions, but if we can get those bridges
started that a |l ot of us drive over both ways
every day, to ne, that's progress.

So, with that, thank you for the tine, but
al so thank you to the staff for what we have

before us tonight.
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CHAIl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |s there any ot her
further discussion fromnenbers of the TAC?

MS. BRADY: | just wanted to note, so in
front of you, you also have -- it's actually three
pages. |'ve got a request to ask you all a favor.
You' ve got a black and white, kind of like this
wth the lines. There should be two pages, not
three. Your third page has to do wth years goi ng
forward, not the '16 Amendnent. So, if you would
t ake your | ast page off and just don't confuse
yourself and elimnate it, and follow along. |I'm
going to wal k you through this anmendnent -- not
anendnent, but these changes. These are technical
changes that you' ve made. Sone of them actually
answer sone of the questions that were raised by
people earlier today. So | would |like to just
wal k you through it really quickly.

We have found in going through our FTA
Fi xed Gui deway Funding that we had accidentally
not i ncluded about half a mlIlion dollars, which
is when you're | ooking at the Fi xed Gui deway
Funding, that's significant. So we have now
i ncluded that funding. That's on your first page.
We al so have included an earmark for the Trestle

Trail Project, and this is all witten and appears
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in the record.

On your second page, you see a pretty
substantial list of projects with revised project
estimates. Wien we first put this program of
projects together, we were putting these esti mates
t oget her wi t hout necessarily project managers
assigned and with our systemvery new, and we have
since revised a nunber of the project estinates.

I n addition, we have a project on Route 102,
Victory H ghway, which was poi nted out actually by
a nmenber of the TAC. The project is, in fact,
conpl et e.

The funding for that project has been
renoved, which has hel ped us out significantly in
order to be able to increase the estimtes of sone
of the other projects. And, for the nost part,
that generally takes care of the -- we al so
sw tched bet ween avail abl e fundi ng sources for a
couple of projects. But, as | said, we're not
addi ng any projects. These are all what 1'll call
technical corrections to what we originally
submtted. And if there are any questi ons on
t hose or anything el se before us, |I'm happy to
help if | can.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: So we have a noti on
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on the floor for a second, and we've had
di scussion. |Is there any further di scussion?

MR, FLAHERTY: Madam Chair, thank you. |
want to begin with a point of order. Looking at
agenda item nunber 4, | thought that there was
going to be TAC di scussi ons before we went
directly to a notion on itemb5, but I'mfine with
that. |'m happy to have that discussion now It
probably won't come as a surprise to the nenbers
of the TAC because we di scussed at the April 21st
nmeeting a concern that | raised about the use of
public funds included in Arendnent 7 for new
hi ghway ranps for Route 295.

G ow Smart has taken a formal position on
that. In fact, | brought copies, and |I'Il1l just
share with folks. You can pass it down. That
outlines our concern nore specifically. W don't
bel i eve that the use of these funds are consi stent
W th our state guide plan. So, | was prepared to
offer an alternate notion, but we have a notion on

the table. So I'll just say that 1'll be voting

no" for this notion and would be happy to offer
an alternate notion if a sufficient nunber of
peopl e agree with that. Thank you.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Any furt her
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di scussion? Dan, did you have sonet hing you
wanted to -- | thought he raised his hand. |
t hought you had your hand raised for discussion.

VR. BAUDOUI N: | did. " msorry, | don't
know where we are. Did John nmake a notion?

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET: We're dealing with a
notion, and we're going to be voting on that, and
then he may have a suppl enental notion.

MR. BAUDCOUI N: |'m okay.

CHAIl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Everett?

MR, STUART: Everett Stuart. | just want
to comment that | agree with John Fl aherty on the
Rout e 295 ranps aspect and the sprawl of that
woul d i nduce into the whole area. | don't have a
problemwi th the state providing financial
assi stance to keeping Citizens in the state, but
at that location, it's not transit friendly.

Ur ban freeways, part of the reasons they nove
slowy and they' re clogged is because of the exits
and on-ranps are so close together. The two

exi sting ones at Route 44 and Route 6 are only
about three mles apart. And, now, to accommopbdate
one entity, we're going to put in one in the

m ddl e of that.

So between the | and use patterns and the
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sprawl that would i nduce, you know, all sorts of
surroundi ng properties, not just as what Citizens
is dealing with, | agree with John. 1'mgoing to
vote with John against this notion but based on
t hat one reason.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Any ot her comment s?
Yes.

M5. FREEMAN: | want to share that |'m
al so planning on voting with John on this
regarding the ranps. | have concerns about the
| ocati on of a major enployer |ike this outside of
t he urban center and the national friends by
enpl oyers and enpl oyees who want to be in urban
centers. |I've just witnessed this wth General
El ectric. | noved to Boston based on urban
infrastructure, and to spend npbney supporting a
rel ocation to an isolated canmpus |ike this doesn't
make sense, and for the state to support it
financially like this doesn't make sense. So |I'm
| ooking forward to hearing John's alternate
not i on.

CHAl RMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes?

MR HARRIS: | will vote with Bari and
Everett and John on this for the reasons stated.

CHAl RMOVAN SHOCKET: M chael ?
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MR WALKER: It shouldn't cone as a
surprise that | have a different viewpoi nt about
this. Citizens, as a corporate citizen in Rhode
| sl and, have made a decision to retain 3,200 Rhode
| sl and j obs in Rhode Island, and those fol ks, as
reported in the Providence Journal back when the
announcenent was nmade, is reaching the end of a
| ease agreenent that they currently have in
Cranston, and they are | ooking to bring their
fol ks from Cranston, as well as a couple of our
suburban | ocations, to one consolidated pl ace.

When this was announced, | antici pated
that there woul d be sonme di scourse about it and
actually pulled out | and use 2025, the executive
summary, and took a |look at the map that's
included in |l and use 2025 that depicts the urban
servi ces boundary and found that this location is
actually wthin the urban services boundary. As
| and use 2025 calls for, that's where we shoul d be
f ocusi ng our devel opnent al ong our interstate
hi ghway system and within that boundary, which
t hi s does.

| also find right now that that land is
zoned, and there could be other devel opnents

taking place there. This is not protected | and
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that is prevented or protected fromfuture
devel opnent. In fact, it could becone house l|lots
tonorrow if Citizens were not going in there, and
we coul d have housi ng devel opnents all through
that area as well. So there was a | andowner who
sold. There was a conpany that made a | ocati on
deci sion for their business, and it's 3,200 ot her
Rhode | sl anders that are keeping their jobs in
Rhode I sl and, and, for that reason, | support this

project. That's why | noved the question the way

it was.
CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Any ot her comment s?
M5. HAGCGERTY: G ven the controversi al
nature of the 295 conponent of Anmendnent 7, |'d

li ke the TAC to consider potentially separating
that out and noving forward the rest of Anendnent
7 without 295 and tabling that for further

di scussion after that vote, if possible.

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET: | think we need the
approval of the original notion person to be able
to separate it out.

MR WALKER: |'d rather not. I'd rather
have the notion stand as it is.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Onh, | thought you

wanted to separate it out.
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MR. WALKER: No, not at all.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |Is there any further
comrent from any nenbers of the TAC? Yes.

MR. BAUDCQUI N  Thank you. No one was nore
di sappoi nted than ne and others that they didn't
| ocate in Downtown Providence, but | think they
made a decision, and | understand the support to
try to keep themin Rhode Island. | think it
comes down -- not considering the | and use
el enments, but when it conmes down to the noney, |
think this project is a $6 mllion project. |
could be wong, and Citizens was paying for half.
Is that generally right?

MR. WALKER:  Yes.

MR. BAUDOUI N0 My suggestion is that
there's nowhere in the transportation field that
gi ves property owners a wndfall than to build a
new i nterchange. |In other states, you have
transportation i nprovenent districts, and in this
case, there are ot her devel opnent sites around
that will probably be devel oped because it's a new
i nterchange. Wy have a windfall go to the owners
of those properties and create a transportation
i nprovenent district and at least try to recover

back the noney that the state is going to put
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forward to build the interchange so that maybe it
becones a zero cost to the governnent, a zero cost
to this program which at | east overcones sone of
t he objections, | think. That would be ny idea.

Let's see if we can investigate creating a
transportation district |like they've done in
probably about ten other states. Maybe we need
state legislation, but I don't think R DOT woul d
oppose the concept of trying to recapture sone of
the value that is created when they build all new
i nterchanges. But, you know, | can't vote agai nst
this. | think the whole thing is, you know, not
great for Providence, not great for downtown, but,
hey, it is what it is. They've nade their
decision, and if there's a way that we can do it
W t hout coming up with any noney, let's figure it
out that way.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: |Is there any further
di scussi on? Yes?

MS. SHERRI LL: Pam Sherrill. I1'd like to

support Dan's idea about a transportation

i mprovenment district. |It's an area -- as a forner
town planner in Johnston, | can say that it's a
former area -- or it's an area wth several |arge

devel opabl e parcels that are subject of |awsuits
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right now that will be very -- be highly

devel opabl e once the sewer and water is extended
to those sites, and certainly with access -- ranp
access extended to the sites. So | would like to
support your idea. | know that that's not
sonething within our anendnent to speak about, but
it is an idea worth further investigation.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes?

MR MONAGHAN: It would seemto ne that
this is tantanount to a public private
partnership, and we're going to be seeing nore of
this as time goes by -- design build, different
proj ect depl oynment practices -- and | don't see an
issue with the state and Ctizens participating in
a fundi ng program where everybody wins. It's good
for the state; it's good for the people who are
working for Citizens; and we need to keep these
conpanies in the state. Wat we have to do is
cooperate wwth themand work with them and I
think that we should go forward with this matter.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Any ot her di scussi on?
Yes?

M5. FREEMAN: Can | ask Dan or soneone
else to explain the process briefly of

establishing a transportation for the district?
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CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET: 1'd |ike to save that
di scussion for another tine. W have a notion on
the floor now, and I would |ike the discussion to
pertain particularly to that notion. Do we have
any further discussion on this notion? Al in
favor?

( UNANI MOUS VOTE)

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Opposed?

MR. RHODES: Fran, can we do a roll call?

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Yeah, | think we have
to do a roll call. \Walker?

MR. WALKER:  Yes.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Stuart?

MR. STUART: No.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET: Harris?

MR HARRI S: No.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: Br ady?

MS. BRADY: Yes.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Pi cci one?

MS. PICClIONE: Yes.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Baudoui n?

MR BAUDQUI N:  Yes.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Fl aherty?

MR, FLAHERTY: No.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Freenman?
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cl ose.

noti on about

cone | ater?

MS. FREEMAN: No.

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Gagnhon?

MR, GAGNON:  Yes.

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Haggerty?

MS. HAGCGERTY:  Yes.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Monaghan?

MS. MONAGHAN:  Yes.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Porter?

MR, PORTER  Yes.

CHAI RMOVAN SHOCKET:  Scanl on?

MR SCANLON:  Yes.

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Sherril | ?

MS. SHERRI LL: Yes.

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Shocket, yes.

Motion carries, 12-2.

MR, RHODES: 11 to 4.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  That's not even

Well, it passed, let's put it that way.

MR. BAUDQUI N. At sone point, can |

ny suggesti on about the

transportation i nprovenent district? Does that

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  You can do it now.

MR. BAUDQUIN. Well, I'd just |ike to nmake

RI DOT, and | guess the Departnent of

a notion that

make a
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Adm ni stration and the Statew de Pl anning take a
| ook at the transportation inmprovenent district as
it pertains to the interchange project that we
just voted on as a way of recouping the other $3
mllion that the state is allocating towards that
pr oj ect .

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Dan, | apol ogi ze. |
m ssed the action part in the mddle. Could you
pl ease repeat that for just so | capture it
accuratel y?

MR. BAUDCQUIN:. The notion is just to have
RI DOT and Departnent of Adm nistration |ook into
the idea of establishing a transportation
i mprovenment district in the area of the -- what is
it, the 295 interchange that we just voted funding
for with the idea of trying to recoup the $3
mllion that the state is expected to pay for that

I nt er change.

MR. RHODES: Thank you. | appreciate
t hat .

MR. FLAHERTY: Second.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Di scussi on?  Yes,
M ke?

MR. WALKER: Per haps in our next agenda

item the work plan, that may be a good pl ace
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under the work that the TAC does, that the staff
does on behalf of the TAC to undertake this TAC
after the notion carries, that we have the staff
consider it as part of the work scope in the work
pl ans.

MR. RHODES: Dan, if you would be willing
to anend your notion to make that a request to
have that included in the UPW for FY' 17, the
staff would be happy to accept that.

MR BAUDOUIN: Is that related to this
specific project, though not as a general idea?
I'd like it related to a specific project.

MR. RHODES: Yes, sir.

MR. BAUDQUI N:  Yes, sure.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Any furt her
di scussi on?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAI RMOVAN SHOCKET:  All in favor?

( UNANI MOUS VOTE)

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Opposed?

( NO RESPONSE) .

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  1'd |like to introduce

Parag Agrawal, and he will be discussing agenda
item nunber 6, Unified Transportation Pl anni ng and

Wor k Program
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MS. FREEMAN. May | ask a question? |t
was just a point of order. Was there a nonent
when we had an opportunity to ask questions that
related to the original TIP? | see it as tax
di scussion under item4, but | don't feel Ilike
-- simlar to -- what John nentioned earlier.

MR. RHODES: So we got to the di scussion
point. It was actually taken up under item nunber
5. At that point the M. Wil ker nmade a notion to
approve. That notion was seconded, and then the
di scussi on was hel d.

MS. FREEMAN:  And when was the TAC
di scussion on the TIP?

MR. RHODES: The di scussion was on the
amendnent .

MS5. FREEMAN: On the anendnent. |Is there
a poi nt where we were having a discussion on the
TI P?

MR. RHODES: No, because the TIP for '17
to '25 is not scheduled for action. The TAC, of
course, can entertain that discussion should you
like.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET: But that agenda item
was specifically for the anendnent.

MS. FREEMAN.  Ckay.
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MR. RHODES: And | apol ogi ze; the agenda
was a little bit fuzzy there. So we're on the
wor Kk program

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET: M chael Wal ker ?

MR. WALKER: At the next neeting, when the
public hearing is closed, will we have the
opportunity to talk about the '17 to '25 TIP then,
or prior to taking any action on it?

MS. CALLAGHAN: Yes. And we'll provide
you with the public coment report, which wll
summari ze all of the public comrents received at
this public hearing and the earlier one and all
witten comments received. So that's really the
opportunity the TAC wll have to discuss the draft
TI P.

M5. FREEMAN: Ckay, |'msorry. | was
under the inpression it was today.

CHAI RAMOVAN SHOCKET: Ms. Piccione?

MS. PICCIONE: Lilly Piccione. Wat
happens if we do not approve -- we have a
di scussi on and have argunents or discussions and
are unable to approve the TIP at the next session?

MS. CALLAGHAN: Well, you're scheduled to
review the draft, the public comment report into

the July neeting, and to nake a recommendation to
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the State Pl anning Council in August. So you'll
have | ots of opportunity.

MR, RHODES: Two nore neetings prior to
staff requesting action on the FY'17 to '25 TIP

MS. CALLAGHAN: Again, the public coment
period closes on June 26th. | think that's after
the next neeting date. The next neeting date is
the 23rd, June 23rd. So the public comment period
cl oses after your neeting date.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Okay. Go ahead.

MR, BAUDCQUI N  Thank you. Just a
procedural question. All the coments that have
been received, that wll be received, is it -- are
they going to be answered by staff, or do we just
receive the comlmments w thout an answer? And then
w |l there be any suggested changes that RI DOT or
t he Departnent of Adm nistration and Statew de
Pl anni ng make on the next draft, or is it
basically -- or there won't be any changes?

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Jared is going to
t ake that.

MR. RHODES: Dan, as is our standard
practice, what we will do is we will be working
bet ween now and the end of the comment period to

first and forenpst put together a sunmary table
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that summari zes all the coments that were

recei ved on the proposed FY'17 to '25 TIP, both
those we received verbally at our hearings today
as well as those that we received in witing.
Once we have what we feel is an accurate capture
and summary of those conmments, we will be
coordinating with staff at DOl and RIPTA to
produce draft responses to those comments. Based
on how t hose conversati ons go and what those
responses are, there nay, in fact, be proposed
revisions to the TIP as a result of all the
coments that we have received.

So, by the time we've reached the end of
this process, and we're asking for a final
reconmendati on, you will have that summary table
that summari zes the comments, has the DOT, Rl PTA,
St at ewi de Pl anni ng response, as well as any
suggested edits that are proposed. |In addition to
that, you wll have a conpl ete stenographic record
of the hearings, as well as hard copies of all the
witten comments that are received, and our
intention is to also nake avail able to TAC nenbers
t he actual audio recording fromthese neetings
shoul d you be interested in them

MR. BAUDOQUIN: Al right. You' ve got it
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cover ed.

MS. FREEMAN:. There were al so questions
t hat were asked by the TAC at the | ast neeting
recorded in the mnutes that we're going to get an
answer from RIDOT, which I don't believe we've
recei ved yet.

MR. RHODES: RIDOT is well aware of those
comments and is working on preparing the response
to those as well.

MS. FREEMAN. Questions, not comments?

MR, RHODES: Questions, comments.

MS. FREEMAN. Sem - annual safety review,
the definition and the process.

MR. RHODES: As docunented in the m nutes,
correct.

MS. FREEMAN:  Thank you.

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Par ag?

MR. AGRAVWAL: (ood evening everyone. |I'm
Parag Agrawal, and I'mthe new director of the
Division of Planning. This is ny third week over
here. | know a | ot of good work is going on over
here, so I'mvery happy to be part of all this. |
came here from Bridgeport, Connecticut, where |
served as the city's planning director for nore

than three years. Before that, | was working for
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Mont gonery County in Maryland for nore than eight
years, and | started working for the Gty's
H storic Preservation Ofice in Colunbus, GChio
where | worked for nore than six years.
I have a background in architecture. | am

an architect, and | did ny planning from Chi o
State. Taking this nunber 6 on the agenda of the
Uni fied Transportation Planning Work Program it
is nmy understanding that you all have revi ewed
this work program And, since then, we have added
three nore itens to this based on the suggestions
of the State Pl an Council and the CGovernor's
office. Those three itens are: Nunber 1 is the
transit hub. W will be nore involved in the
transit hub. Second is the housing plan. That
division will be working nore closely with the
Rhode | sl and Housi ng on the Housing Plan, and the
third is the CGranston Street Rehabilitation

Proj ect.

So our division wll be taking a nore
active role and rehabbing that rehabilitation on
Cranston Street. So these are the three major
i mprovenents. These are three major revisions in
our work program but all other itens remain as

they are. W have also -- Jared and |, we have
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al so made a conprehensive sunmary of this item
because there was around 81 pages, and for other
t hi ngs, State Pl anni ng suggested, "Ckay, there
should be a better way of review ng this docunent
so not everyone can go through the 81 pages." So
what we have done is we have put together a table
that basically charts all the projects from our
di vi sion, and we can hand over that table to you.

VMR. RHODES: So, if I may?

CHAl RAMOVAN SHOCKET:  Yes.

MR. RHODES: Jared Rhodes speaki ng agai n.
Staff would appreciate if the Transportation
Advi sory Commttee would be wlling to recomend
to the State Pl anning Council that they adopt this
wor k program and Dan | have not forgotten about
your recent notion. | will nake that add.

MR. AGRAWAL: So there are four new itens,
i ncl udi ng Dan's.

MR, BAUDQUIN: | so nove.

MR. RHODES: Thank you, sir.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET: |'s there a second?

MS. BRADY: Second.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Any furt her
di scussion of this itenf

(NO RESPONSE)
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CHAl RMOVAN SHOCKET:  All in favor?

( UNANI MOUS VOTE)

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Opposed?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET: |I's there any
addi ti onal public coment?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Are there any
announcenent s?

( NO RESPONSE) .

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Motion to adjourn so
we can all go hone.

MS. SHERRI LL: Announcenent .

CHAI RWOVAN SHOCKET:  Announcenent .

M5. SHERRILL: | left a flier for sone
upcom ng neetings for the Bus Stop Design Cuide
Project. This is from R DOT and RI PTA, and this
is a design guideline for R PTA/RI DOT and
muni ci palities used to integrate bus stops into a
conpl ete street and approach. So | hope to see
peopl e at these neetings. Thank you.

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Any ot her
announcenent s?

MS. FREEMAN. Just a quick one. W have a

new bike map in town. It's the Newport County

Allied Court Reporters, Inc. (401)946-5500
115 Pheni x Avenue, Cranston, R 02920
www. al | i edcourtreporters.com




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

FFY 2017-2025 STIP & FFY 2013-2016 STIP - My 26, 2016

97

Bi ke Map. It was nade possible wth the RI DOT,
AAA. They all participated in funding it. There
are 15,000 copi es of themnow in Newport. | have
a few copies here if anybody would |like to pick
one up, and just let nme knowif you have a
| ocati on where you think they should be
di stri but ed.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Great. Thank you.
Any ot her additional discussions? NMtion to
adj our n?

MR. WALKER: So noved.

CHAI RMOVAN SHOCKET:  Second.

MR. BAUDCQOUI N:  Second.

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: Ckay. Al in favor?

( UNANI MOUS VOTE)

CHAI R\MOVAN SHOCKET:  Opposed?

( NO RESPONSE)

CHAl RWOVAN SHOCKET: No one.

( HEARI NG CONCLUDED AT 8:40 P. M)
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CERT-I-F-I-CAT-1-ON
STATE OF RHODE | SLAND AND PROVI DENCE PLANTATI ONS
PROVI DENCE, SC.

I, SALLY BRASSARD, do hereby certify that
the foregoing is a true, accurate, and conplete
transcript of nmy notes taken at the above-entitl ed
pr oceedi ng.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 2nd day of June, 2016.

SALLY BRASSARD, CSKR/ RPR
NOTARY PUBLI C
My COW SSI ON EXPI RES: 1/16/ 17
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FFY 2016 Summary of Comments Received

Since the TAC is being requested to make a recommendation to the State Planning Council on
Amendment #7 tonight, | would like to provide a brief summary of the public comments received either

in writing or from the 2:00 pm hearing related to the Amendment. The comments include the following:

Recommended changes to

¢ Retitle Programs
* Retitle Program from "Traffic Safety Maintenance" to "Traffic Safety"
e Retitle Program from "Bridge Maintenance" to "Bridge Preservation"

o Federal Funding sources
e LTAP Funding should be $300,000
e Pawtucket/Central Falls Station - This project is ineligible for 5337 funds as it is a new

station. The funding source should be corrected to an eligible federal program or to state
funds.

Projects

e South County Bike Path Extension — Narragansett
General appreciation expressed for inclusion of the project in the TIP.
The project should be completed using the off-road route through Canonchet Farm, and should not
consider alternatives already studied. The $1.62 million allocated for FFY 17 and 18 should be used
for design and permitted of off-road route through Canonchet Farm. The project description should
be changed to "Design and construction of the final segment of the William C. O'Neill (South County
Bike Path) to Narragansett Town Beach using an off-road route through Canonchet Farm." Also title
of the project should be changed to "South County Bike Path Completion."

e Rt. 102 Victory Highway - Coventry Foster
Timing and funding source appear to.be incorrect in the amendment.

e Southeast Light House Museum Rehabilitation — New Shoreham
Expressed support for the project and pleased that it will be funded in FFY 16.

e Aquidneck Island Bikeway — Melville Connector — Portsmouth (Referenced in Public comment at
Portsmouth Bike Path)
Would like the project to be funded in FFY2016 instead of FY 2024 as identified in the FFY 2017-2025
STIP. Questioned if the $2.5 million identified in FFY 2013-2016 STIP for Study and Design of bicycle
planning projects could be used to advance this project instead.

® Herreshoff Marine Museum - Bristol '
Requests that the timing of the project be advanced, preferably to FFY 2016 due to the project
already being in progress with $386,000 spent to-date. The Museum has invested $100,000 itself.
Also have a grant from the RI Foundation for $115,000 which could be lost if the project timing is
pushed back. The FFY 2017-2025 STIP identifies the project for funding in FY 2025. Also stated that




the Museum has an agreement in place with RIDOT for $1.5 million, however only $815,000 has
been identified in the STIP to advance the project. The Town of Bristol supports this project.

e Bay Street Streetscape Improvements— Westerly
Requests that the project be reprioritized and advanced earlier than FFY 2022, as identified in the
FYY 2017-2025 STIP. Stated that work has already gone into the project ($10 million for drainage
improvements), with additional worked planned in the coming years ($350,000 in the fall 2016 for
lighting), towards improving this important tourist destination. The project is close to P&E and is
ready to be constructed.

e Route 6/10 — Providence
Expressed concern that RIDOT does not have sufficient design plans at this stage to allocate $195
million in funding for the project in FFY 2016. Supportive of the boulevard concept. The project
should only be funded in FFY 2016 to keep oversight going for the project.

e Interstate 295 Ramps — Johnston
Opposition expressed for the use of $3 million in state funds to support the construction of these
exit ramps to accommodate Citizens Bank’s new corporate facility that is planned for Johnston. The
funds should be rather directed more in Rhode Island’s urban core and towards transportation
alternatives projects. An environmental impact statement should also be conducted.

e Travel Plaza — Hopkinton
Stated that the project is misleading under the Transit category as there will only be three buses a
day serving the plaza.
e Downtown Providence Enhanced Transit Corridor — Providence
The Amendment obligates $17 million of TIGER funds that are matched with State funds for the
é/ ~ project. Questioned the project and stated that not enough detail has been given to green light it.
/ Pawtucket / Central Falls Train Station — Pawtucket/Central Falls
Expressed support for the project and pleased that funding has been identified in the STIP. However
there is not enough funds in the TIP identified to support actual construction of the project.
¢ Main Street (Rt.1) Resurfacing & Sidewalk Rehabilitation — East Greenwich
Requests that the timing of the project advance earlier than FFY 2017, as identified in the draft TIP.
Also stated that $550,000 is not enough funds, as identified in the TIP. The funding should be closer
/ to $1.5 million to complete paving, sidewalk, ADA ramps and other amenities. Stated that Main
‘ \\. Street is important to the local economy.
Route 114 (Pawtucket Avenue) Taunton Ave to Warren Ave — East Providence
Requested that the timing of the project advance earlier than FFY 2022, as identified in the draft TIP.
This is a heavily traveled roadway and the sidewalks are in terrible condition.

These comments will be summarized and addressed by either SPP, RIDOT, or RIDOT in a Public Hearing
Report which will be prepared for the State Planning Council’s June 9" meeting.
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Howard M. Kilguss

Grow Smart RI Statement on
Citizens Bank relocation announcement

Contact: Scott Wolf, Executive Director, 401-273-5711, x 4; 401-258-3125 (cell)

March 24, 2016 - Grow Smart Rhode Island is deeply concerned by the
announcement last week that taxpayer resources are being committed for building
new infrastructure to facilitate a move by Citizens Bank to develop a 108-acre
wooded property in Johnston, RI.

_Chairman_of the Boar Although we question the wisdom of Citizens’ decision to relocate 3,200 employees
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to an isolated campus, bucking the national and regional trend of employers
locating where young and talented workers most want to be - in vibrant urban
centers - that certainly remains their business decision.

We object, however, to the decision by the Raimondo Administration to commit
public resources to help facilitate the type of move that undermines Rhode Island’s
progress in incentivizing the revitalization of its cities and town centers while
protecting and preserving its remaining farmland and forestland. It also seems to
deviate from the Administration’s own strong commitment to smart growth policy
initiatives that we have praised repeatedly.

It was reported that the Rhode Island Department of Transportation will absorb $3
million in cost to design and install new highway ramps to serve the property and
that the quasi-governmental Narragansett Bay Commission will pay the undisclosed
cost of extending a sewer line to the property.

Grow Smart RI was founded in large part to counter the negative economic and
environmental effects of decades long subsidization of suburban sprawl by both the
state and federal government. That’s why we’re particularly troubled by the
planned consolidation of many of Citizens’ Rhode Island offices on forested
property requiring new sewer and transportation infrastructure outlays by state
government.

###

Grow Smart Rhode Island is a coalition of business and civic leaders and concerned
citizens that provides statewide policy leadership for those seeking sustainable and
equitable economic growth. We promote such growth by advocating for growth and
development in revitalized urban, town, and village centers balanced with responsible
stewardship of our region’s natural assets — farmland, forests, the coastline, and the Bay.
We inform leaders, decision makers, and concerned citizens about the many benefits of
compact development and asset stewardship and provide research and training on proven
smart growth strategies. We convene broad coalitions that advocate policy reforms and
specific projects designed to build communities where all people and businesses can
thrive.

t. 401-273-5711 f. 401-228-6594 | www.growsmartri.org
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RHODE {SLAND PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY

RIPTA has scheduled three open house meetings in June to gather input on the Rhode
Island Bus Stop Design Guide, to be used by RIPTA, RIDOT and municipalities when
roads with RIPTA bus routes are reconstructed or improved. Your input is welcome at
any of the three drop-in sessions, or by email to Pam Sherrill at sherrillé@cox.net:

THURSDAY, JUNE 9, 2016 - 5:30 TO 7:30 PM
NEWPORT GATEWAY CENTER
23 AMERICA’S CuP AVE, NEWPORT, Rl 02840

RIPTA RouTeEs 14, 60, 63, 64, 67

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2016 - 3 TO 7 PM
THE PROVIDENCE FOUNDATION
30 EXCHANGE TERRACE CONFERENCE ROOM, PROVIDENCE, Rl 02903

ALL RIPTA ROUTES SERVICING THE KENNEDY PLAZA AREA

MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2016 - 6 TO 8 PM
THE WOONSOCKET DEPOT
1 DEPOT SQUARE, WOONSOCKET, Rl 02865

RIPTA ROUTES 54 AND 87

Meetings are accessible to persons with disabilities. RIPTA will provide translation and
interpreter services for non-English speakers and the hearing impaired, provided such a
request is made at least 72 hours prior to the hearing date. A request for these services can
be made in writing or by calling (401)784-9500 x242 or 800-745-5555 (RI Relay TDD).

Further information is available at
hitp://www.ripta.com/rhode-island-bus-stop-design-guide.




Furding Changes to STIP

FFY.2016

FTA (Fixed GwdeWay)
Total FTA Funding

SAFETEA-LU High Priority Projects 3677-5173
Total Earmark Funding

Total FFY 2016 Funding Changes

2016

$3.43
$3.43

$0.00

$0.00

$3.43

$0.50 33;.93 Error: FY 2016 Did not receive the correct amount of FTA Funding available to RI.
$0.50 $3.93

$0.17 $0.17 Available Earmark Funds for Trestle Trail Project.
$0.17 $0.17

$0.67 $4.10

Rhode Island Department of Transportation




Expenditure Changes to STIP
FFY 2016
2007 Rt 108, Kingston Rd & Hig Pavement NHPP $1.80 $0.40 $2.20 Revised Project Estimate.
= 0078U 2002 Improvements to Downtown Providence C-3 Pavement NHPP $1.90 ($0.80) $1.10 Revised Project Estimate.
0079G 1269 1-95 (US- 1 To Eddy St) Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.05 $0.13 $0.18  Revised Project Estimate.
0173N 1277 US-1 Commodore Perry HWY Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.07 $0.03 $0.10  Revised Project Estimate.
0081R 1286 Rt24 (Rt 114 To Hummocks Ave) Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.07 $0.03 $0.10  Revised Project Estimate.
0061A 1330 US 44 and Rt 100 Intersection Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.30 $0.04 $0.34  Revised Project Estimate.
0173X 1393 US -6 Hartford Pike and Hartford Ave (Danielson PK to I-295! Pavement 2016 NHPP 50.20 $0.09 $0.29°  Revised Project Estimate.
0076N 2006 Rt 107, Main St (Rt 100 to Union Ave) Pavement 2016 NHPP $2.40 (50.08) $2.32  Revised Project Estimate.
0007C 2009 Rt 138, East Main Rd & Park Ave Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.09 $0.05 $0.14  Revised Project Estimate.
! 0081W 2010 Rt 146 {I-95 to 6 Miles South of Serman Ave) Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.19 $0.07 $0.26  Revised Project Estimate.
- 0007F 1356 Two Mile Corner Pavement 2016 NHPP $3.50 {$0.10) $3.40  Revised Project Estimate.
‘ New  Main St. in East Greenwich (First Ave to Division St Pavement 2016 NHPP $0.00 $0.05 $0.05 New Proposed Project.
1264 Projects Currently Under Construction Pavement 2016 NHPP $5.44 $0.09 $5.53  Revised Project Estimate.
0172Y 2005 Rt 102, Victory Hwy (Harkney Hill Rd to Old Plainfield Pk)  Pavement 2016 Gas Tax $0.50 ($0.50) $0.00  Project has been completed. All funds previously authorized.
o 1264 Projects Currently Under Construction Pavement 2016 Gas Tax $0.00 $0.07 $0.07 - Revised Project Estimate.
o 0172Y 2005 Rt 102, Victory Hwy {Harkney Hill Rd to Old Plainfield Pk}  Pavement 2016 RICAP (HIP) $5.60 ($5.60) $0.00  Project has been completed. All funds previously authorized.
1 0172B 2014 Woonasquatucket Ave {Fruit Hill Rd to US Rt 44) Pavement 2016 RICAP (HIP) $4.50 {$0.20) $4.30 Revised Project Estimate.
1264 Projects Currently Under Construction Pavement 2016 RICAP {HiP) $0.00 $5.97 $5.97  Revised Project Estimate. Switching Between Available Funding Sources. )
Total Pavement Pipeline : $56.01 ($0.26) - $55.75 '
9610 State Traffic Commission - Ped and Inter Safety Imprv. Traffic 2016 STPG $1.60 ($1.18) $0.42  Switching Between Funding Sources.
| 9610 State Traffic Commission - Ped and Inter Safety imprv. Traffic 2016 RIHMA $0.00 $1.18 $1.18  Switching Between Funding Sources.
Total Traffic Safety Pipeline f $27.00 $0.00 $27.00 S
5011 Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station Transit Capital 2016 FTA $2.80 $0.50 $3.30  Revised Project Estimate and Funding Schedule.
5011 Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station Transit Capital 2016 Gas Tax $0.00 $0.43 $0.43  Revised Project Estimate and Funding Schedule.
Total Transit Capital Pipeline : $50.20 $0.93 - $5113 L ‘ . '
9001 Trestle Trail - West Section -2 Bridges TAP 2016 RICAP (Projects) $1.56 ($0.17) $1.39  Switching Between Available Funding Sources.
9001 Trestle Trail - West Section -2 Bridges TAP 2016 Earmark $0.00 $0.17 $0.17  Switching Between Available Funding Sources.
Switching Between Available Funding Sources. Use of STPG Setaside Funds
5320 Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 8C TAP 2016 STPG $0.00 $1.18 $1.18  (Formerly TAP funds).
B Switching Between Available Funding Sources. Use of STPG Setaside Funds
‘ 5320 Blackstone River Bikeway - Segment 8C TAP 2016 RIHMA $1.39 ($1.18) $0.21  (Formerly TAP funds).
Total TAP-Pipeline ‘ $11.09 . $0.00 $11.09 '
Total FFY 2016 Changes $144.30 $0.67 $144.97
: Project Name Changes to STIP
1 ‘ CURFY.2016 o
; d . : -Narre Revi
‘ Pawtucket/Central Falls Train Station Transit Pawtucket/Central Falls Transit Center
Rhode Island Department of Transportation




Funding Changes to STIP
FFY 2017 - FFY 2020

FTA (Fixed Guideway) 2017 $3.44
Total FTA Funding $3.44 $0.60 $4.04
SAFETEA-LU High Priority Projects 3677-5173 2017 $0.00 $3.00 $3.00 Available Earmark Funds for Route 138 Projects.
Total Earmark Funding $0.00 $3.00 $3.00
Total FFY 2017 Funding Changes $3.44 $3.60 $7.04

$0.60 $4.04 Error: FY 2017 Did not program the correct amount of FTA Funding available to RI.

FTA (Fixed Guideway)

2018

$3.50

Total FTA Funding $3.50 $0.60 $4.10
FTA Section 5309 Earmark 2018 $0.00 $0.40 $0.40 Bus Livability Program for Bicycle and Pedestrian Bus Access Improvements.
SAFETEA-LU High Priority Projects 3677-5173 2018 $0.00 $3.00 $3.00 Available Earmark Funds for Route 138 Projects.
Total Earmark Funding $0.00 $3.40 $0.40
Total FFY 2018 Funding Changes $3.50 $4.00 $4.50

. g

FY 2018

$0.60 $4.10 Error: FY 2018 Did not program the correct amount of FTA Funding available to RI.

FTA ‘(Fixéa*Gwdeway)
Total FTA Funding

$3.47

 FFY2019

$4.17 Error: FY 2019 Did not program the correct amount of FTA Funding avai ab etoRl.
$0.70 $4.17

FTA (Fixed GuidewéY)w ‘

2020 $348
Total FTA Funding $3.48 $0.80 $4.28
SAFETEA-LU High Priority Projects 3677-5173 2020 $0.00 $1.80 $1.80 Available Earmark Funds for Pell Bridge - Improve Access Projects.
Total Earmark Funding $0.00 $1.80 $1.80
Total FFY 2020 Funding Changes $3.48 $2.60 . $6.08

$0.80 $4.28 Error: FY 2020 Did not program the correct amount of FTA Funding available to RI.

Rhode Island Department of Transportation
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